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This interview is being conducted on Wednesday, August 18, 2010, with Mr. Harold 

Bogigian at his home in Hinsdale, Illinois.  My name is Deb Barrett.  Mr. Bogigian 

was born on June 25, 1924 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  He is a retired advertising 

director at Beatrice Foods and learned about the Veterans History Project from his 

daughter who had read about the project.  Mr. Bogigian has kindly consented to be 

interviewed for this project.  Here is his story. 

 

 

Life Before Entering Military Service 

 

Harold, where were you living just before you went into the service?  What was 

your life like? 

 

 Well, I was living in Indianapolis, where I was born.  I‟d just graduated high 

school in 1942 and decided to enlist in the Navy.  I enlisted on November 11, 1942. 

 

What prompted you to enlist? 

 

 Patriotism, I guess.  It was the thing to do.  We wanted to support the country and 

it was the thing to do at the time. 

 

How did your family – you were living at home with your family at the time? 

 

 Yes. 

 

How did they react? 

 

 My mother was hesitant, of course, that I was going off to war.  But she 

understood, I guess. 

 

And your dad was fine with it? 

 

 I think so. 

 

How old were you when you went in? 

 

 I was 18 at the time. 

 

That was a big decision at age 18! 

 

 Yes, it was. 

 

Were a lot of your friends going in? 

 

 Yes.  Quite of number of them did. 
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What made you chose the Navy? 

 

 I‟m not sure.  Actually, I wanted to be an aviator in the Navy but I didn‟t qualify 

for that.   

 

You just picked one and that was it? 

 

 That was it. 

 

 

Induction and Basic Training 

 

Where were you inducted? 

 

 At Great Lakes Naval Training Station. 

 

How did you get there that first day? 

 

 Actually, I was sworn in on the steps of the post office in downtown Indianapolis.  

That had to be on November 11, which then was Armistice Day.  We were sworn in 

there, we got on the bus, and they shipped us off to Great Lakes that same day, as I recall.  

 

When you got to Great Lakes, what was it like?  What happened when you got 

there? 

 

 Well, we got off the bus.  I think they took us over and we had a medical exam 

and a bunch of shots and all of that sort of thing.  They issued us our uniforms and all our 

gear and that sort of thing, and assigned us to a barracks.  And we went into basic training 

the next day. 

 

Did they have you line up for everything – line up for your shots and everything? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  You lined up and waited for everything.  The slogan was „you lined up 

and waited‟ (chuckles).   

 

About how many men do you think were there when you were being inducted? 

 

 You mean in our particular group? 

 

When you got to Great Lakes – how many men were being processed at the same 

time? 

 

 It was a huge facility there.  I‟m sure it was in the hundreds.  I can‟t recall exactly.  

 

Were any of your buddies there? 
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 No. 

 

So you were by yourself there. 

 

 Yes. 

 

So they gave you all your shots, physical exam, gave you all your new clothes.  What 

happened to your old clothes?  Do you know? 

 

 I don‟t remember (chuckles).  I don‟t remember what happened to those old 

clothes. 

 

And they assigned you a barracks at Great Lakes. 

 

 Yes. 

 

What was your barracks like? 

 

 Pretty sparse.  Very clean.  Very sparse.  Very orderly. 

 

One long room?  Was it one floor; a couple of floors? 

 

 I‟m not positive.  I think it was all one floor if I remember. 

 

Did you have double bunk beds? 

 

 Yes. 

 

Did you pick your bed? 

 

 No.  Everything was assigned. 

 

Were you up or down? 

 

 I don‟t remember.  It was too long ago. 

 

So you were assigned your bunk, you had all your stuff.  Where did you put your 

stuff?  Did you have any rules about it? 

 

 You know, I don‟t remember.  We must have had some kind of locker there, I‟m 

sure. 

 

When you got up for your first day of basic training … 

 

 About 5:00 in the morning (chuckles)! 
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And you were awakened very gently, I’m sure. 

 

 Oh, sure (chuckles)! 

 

How were you awakened? 

 

 I think they had a big sound system, or somebody came in with a bugle, I‟m not 

sure.  But they sure got us awake (chuckles)! 

 

How much time would you typically have to get going in the morning? 

 

 Everything was on a rush basis.  You had to hurry up and hurry up, get out in 

front, line up, have roll call.  Then you‟d start marching and all of that sort of stuff; 

exercises. 

 

So you did calisthenics and marching? 

 

 Calisthenics, marching – you‟d do a day‟s worth of work before breakfast! 

 

So you got up.  And I’m sure you had to keep those barracks clean.  

 

 Oh, yeah.  That was a rule. 

 

And what happened if somebody didn’t keep the barracks clean?  

 

 You did punishments (chuckles). 

 

What sort of punishments? 

 

 Oh, they used to require you to carry your sea bag with all your gear, go out and 

march around in a circle for an hour or two or something like that (chuckles). 

 

All physical stuff. 

 

 Physical stuff.  Yeah. 

 

You did a lot of stuff – calisthenics and stuff before breakfast.  Did you got to 

breakfast as a group? 

 

 I think so, yeah. 

 

What was your typical breakfast like? 

 

 They give you very good breakfast.  We‟d have chipped beef on toast, eggs, 

potatoes and all that kind of stuff. 
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A pretty hardy breakfast. 

 

 A good hardy breakfast.  You always had very good food.  You never complained 

about the food there. 

 

How much time did you have to eat? 

 

 I don‟t remember exactly.  Probably a half hour.  But I don‟t remember exactly. 

 

Did you eat as a group? 

 

 Yes.  We had long tables and ate as a group.   

 The first time I ever had coffee was there.  I‟d never had coffee before or drank 

coffee before I got there. 

 

So why did you start drinking coffee? 

 

 Because everybody else did (chuckles)! 

 

So you had breakfast.  What would happen after breakfast? 

 

 More exercises and classes.  We went to a lot of classes during the day for 

different things. 

 

What types of things did you learn in the classes? 

 

 I think they had some naval history.  I don‟t remember exactly the content of the 

classes. 

 

So there probably was some naval history so you’d know about the group you were 

a part of.  Did they talk to you about strategy – war type strategy?  Was it things 

like how to use weapons?  Or just general about the ships? 

 

 That was part of it.  We learned to use rifles and things like that. 

 

Had you shot a rifle before? 

 

 Never! 

 

What did you think when you shot it? 

 

 It was noisy (chuckles)! 

 

There was probably a little bit of a kickback, too. 

 

 Yes. 
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When you were in basic training did you have any free time? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  We had some free time.  They had kind of like a rec room there where 

you could play ping-pong.  They had a soda fountain where you could go in and get a 

Coke or an ice cream.  They had things like that.  And they had a happy hour.   

 Periodically they‟d get everybody on the base in … one of the things they did was 

have boxing matches.  Everybody watched the boxing matches.  And they had one guy 

there – he was an officer, and he was a very famous accordionist.  He would entertain the 

group up there.  He was very famous. 

 So they gave us some time to get some R&R in. 

 

Were you able to go into the city? 

 

 Occasionally we would get leave time so you could go into the city and back. 

 

So you took advantage of that? 

 

 Sure.  There weren‟t very many times we did, actually.   

 Most of us I think were there pretty much full time until after the basic training.  

Then they sent us home on a four or five day leave before they actually assigned us to 

anything. 

 

Were you able to communicate with the people back home while you were in basic? 

 

 Yes.  I sent them postcards, I remember.  And letters back and forth. 

 

So you were able to get letters from them, too. 

 

 Yes.   

 

Your basic was twelve weeks? 

 

 I think it was around twelve weeks – something like that. 

 

When you graduated your basic training did they have a ceremony of any type? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  I think we all marched in a big review in front of all the officers and 

the bands were playing and stuff.  Yeah, we had a big final review and we graduated.  

And they sent us home on a leave before they assigned us to anything. 

 

How long was your leave? 

 

 I don‟t know.  Four or five days, maybe; a week at the most, I think. 

 

Was your family able to come for your graduation? 
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 No, no.  Actually I went home – it was about the end of January, I think.  

Unfortunately, when I got home I got the flu (chuckles).  I was sick practically the whole 

time I was home.  And the day I returned – I had to return to the base – I was sick as a 

dog.  I got to Great Lakes and it was about 20° below zero (chuckles).  My barracks was 

not near the entrance gate – it was a mile inside or somewhere.   

 

You had a long walk! 

 

 By the time I got to my barracks, my ears were frozen.  I got frostbitten ears, and 

they put me in the hospital immediately.  I was in the hospital a few days while they 

treated my ears.  I was frozen solid by the time I got there. 

 

So you took a bus from Indianapolis? 

 

 Either a bus or the train; I think I took the train. 

 

So you had an eventful start! 

 

 Yeah.  It wasn‟t a good start. 

 

So you were in the hospital for a couple of days. 

 

 Yeah, they finally got it all cleared up. 

 

 

Advanced Training 

 

They cleared up your respiratory problem.  What was different when they started 

this new phase of your training? 

 

 My first assignment was that they sent me to Auburn, Alabama to a university.  

At that time it was called the Alabama Polytechnic Institute.  It‟s some other name there 

now.  But it was a university where the Navy had taken over part of it.  There still were 

regular people on campus, plus the Navy personnel.  They had a training station there for 

radio operators. 

 

That’s what you were training for? 

 

 That‟s what I was training for, was a radio man. 

 

So you went from the Chicago winter down to Alabama.  Another weather shock! 

 

 It was a culture shock. 

 

That, too (both chuckle)! 
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 I got off the train in Auburn, Alabama.  I looked around and there was a bunch of 

pigs running around (both chuckle).  And there was no train station; just a little train stop 

there.  

 So they marched us up the hill to the university campus.  They assigned us – they 

had little cottages up there – and we were assigned to cottages where we would live. 

 

How many men were in the cottages? 

 

 They were small groups – maybe 8 or 10 to a cottage; something like that.  And 

they had a classroom where we went to classes every day.  We learned to type and we 

learned the Morse Code.  They had a good system.  We learned to type to music, to get a 

rhythm.   

 

To get a beat going. 

 

 Yeah.  And they‟d start with very slow music as you learned to type.  Then they 

would gradually advance the speed of the music, and you had to keep up with the tempo 

of the music with your typing.  We became very skilled typists.   

 We had headphones.  Then we started to learn the Morse Code.  And as we 

learned the Morse Code, then we had to type the messages that came through the 

headphones. 

 

Doing two things at once. 

 

 Yeah, listening and typing at the same time. 

 

It probably took a little while to get accustomed to that. 

 

 It did take a little while.  I don‟t remember how many weeks we were there, but 

you caught on pretty fast.  They had a good system. 

 

What other types of things did you learn? 

 

 That was our basic assignment. 

 

Did you still do calisthenics and marching while you were there? 

 

 Yeah.  We still did some marching and exercise and things like that, but not as 

aggressively as we did at boot camp. 

 

Were all your classes just with Navy personnel? 

 

 Right. We didn‟t interact with the civilians.  We saw them on campus and they 

would say hello and things like that.  But we didn‟t have any interaction with them, too 

much. 
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Did you have your own cafeteria there and everything? 

 

 Yeah.  They had set up a special cafeteria for the Navy people, and we had all our 

meals in there. 

 

Did you go into town while you were there? 

 

 Occasionally.  The town was a very, very small town.  I think it was even a dirt 

road, if I remember right.  We‟d take a little bus into town.  They had a movie theater, 

and a bowling alley with two or three lanes of bowling (chuckles); a drug store and a 

couple of shops.  And that was about the extent of the town.  So there wasn‟t too much 

recreation. 

 

So what did you do when you had some free time? 

 

 Went into town or just goofed around. 

 

Just hang out with the other guys? 

 

 Yeah.  There wasn‟t an awful lot to do.   

 One of the things that was kind of interesting, now that I think about it – it was 

heavily segregated there at the time; it was 1942.  And you‟d get on a bus and the black 

people were expected to sit in the back, of course. And they had the segregated toilets and 

drinking fountains and all of that, which we saw firsthand.  Which was kind of a shock, 

because we didn‟t have that in Chicago.   

 

When you did go into town, how did the people in the town react?  Were they 

positive? 

 

 They were friendly people.  We had no problem with that.  And the students on 

the campus were all very friendly people.   

 One thing I do remember, we‟d pass them on the campus and instead of their 

saying “hello” or “hi,” they‟d say, “hey!”  I couldn‟t get used to that – their saying “hey” 

all the time.  But we finally caught on to that.   

 

How long were you in this program? 

 

 I can‟t remember exactly how many weeks I was there, but it wasn‟t a very, very 

long time. 

 

About the length of your basic training? 

 

 Yeah, I would say maybe a couple of months, my guess, at this point. 

 Then I was shipped to Noroton Heights, Connecticut, to a communications school 

there, which was a school for training signal men.  I‟d also learned signal flags and how 
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to use the signal flags, and how to communicate with flags.  So that was the second 

school they sent me to. 

 

When you did this traveling, like from Chicago down to Alabama or Alabama to 

Connecticut, you went by train every time? 

 

 I know when we went to Alabama we went by train.  I can recall they had a coal-

fired engine and we didn‟t have air conditioning or anything.  And the windows were 

open and all the smoke was blowing.  We were filthy dirty by the time we got down 

there. 

 

Were these like troop trains? 

 

 They were like troop trains, yeah.  I can‟t remember how we got to Connecticut.  

My guess is by train, but I really don‟t recall. 

 

Do you recall how long any of these trips took – like from Chicago to Alabama? 

 

 I can‟t recall exactly. 

 

Like a couple of days? 

 

 It was a long trip, of course. 

 

Did you sleep in your seats? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  Sure. 

 

How did you pass the time on the trains? 

 

 I don‟t remember. 

 

Talking? 

 

 Talking, probably watching the scenery. 

 

You’d been in Indianapolis.  Had you been out of the midwest? 

 

 No.  Actually I had never been out of the state when I went into the service. 

 

So going to Chicago was a big change. 

 

 Even that, yes. 

 

Then to Alabama and Connecticut.  You got to see a couple of different areas of the 

country. 
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 Exactly. 

 The Connecticut facility was excellent.  It also happened to be a cook and bakery 

school for the Navy, so our food there was super (chuckles).  We got everything that was 

possible.  We had these big, long tables.  And they‟d bring out bowls and bowls of food, 

desserts. We were very well fed there because of the cook and bakery school. 

 

 

Duty Assignments 

 

It was a good place to be stationed (chuckles)!  So you said you learned signal. 

 

 Yes.  I learned to be a signalman there.  But in actual practice I was never called 

to become a signalman.  I just was a radio man.   

 After that assignment I was assigned to the Brooklyn Naval Yard, and assigned to 

a ship called the U.S.S. John Stevenson, which was a merchant ship.  These ships would 

haul supplies across to our allies – to Britain and other allies in the European theater.  So 

I was a radio operator on the ship.  Actually, these ships were manned by civilian 

merchant marines, but the Navy assigned crews to them to protect the ships en route. 

 

Because there was a danger … 

 

 There was a danger from submarines.   

 Most of the personnel on there were gunner‟s mates.  And they were assigned to 

man the guns that they had installed on these merchant ships.  There was an officer and a 

group of gunmen, and one radio operator.  And they had a signalman assigned to the ship.  

That was my first real assignment. 

 

And how old were you? 

 

 I was still eighteen at the time. 

 

Still eighteen.   

How soon before you set sail? 

 

 Pretty quick.   

 

Did your family have a chance to see you before you left? 

 

 No.  The only time they‟d seen me was right after boot camp.  And they didn‟t see 

me until quite a while later on one of my trips after I returned.  I did get home on leave, I 

think, one time.   (Mr. Bogigian is looking through items he‟s brought.)  

 My first trip out on the Stevenson was in July, 1943.   

 

Were you able to tell your parents that you were leaving? 
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 No.  No.  I was able to send them letters, but I couldn‟t tell them where I was or 

what I was doing. 

 

So they didn’t know if you were in the States, or if you were overseas, or where you 

were. 

 

 No, they didn‟t.  But I did write them letters, and they could reply.  Then, when 

I‟d get back to the States there would be mail waiting.  I was able to communicate that 

much. 

 

Were your letters ever censored? 

 

 Yes, they were. 

 

Did your family see things blocked off, or were you careful in what you said and 

they never saw anything. 

 

 I probably was careful about it.  I can‟t remember, specifically.  But I‟m pretty 

sure they did censor everything. 

 So on the first trip we went from New York to Scotland, and ended up in London 

at the end of August. 

 

Of 1943? 

 

 This was all in 1943.   

 Then we sailed back to Boston from London, and got back to Boston in 

September.  Then the next voyage out was in October, out of Boston through Nova Scotia 

and over to Liverpool.  We got over there in November of 1943, then returned back to 

New York in December.  These were trips where we hauling supplies over to them – and 

munitions and supplies and all that sort of thing. 

 

So about half a dozen trips in six months. 

 

 Well, there weren‟t that many trips.  Let‟s see – New York to London and back to 

Boston; then Boston to Liverpool, and Liverpool back to New York. 

 

Did you encounter any problems while you were doing this? 

 

 Yes.   

 

What happened? 

 

 Well, these trips were in what you call convoys.  And these were large groups of 

these ships, which were mostly liberty ships.  And they were fully loaded with all sorts of 

munitions and supplies.  The waters across the Atlantic were filled with German 

submarines attempting to sink the ships.  So we traveled in convoys, and we had U.S. 
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Navy ships protecting these convoys.  We had destroyers and destroyer escorts along the 

perimeters of the ships.   

 It was very hazardous going over and back – hazardous weather conditions for 

one thing.  In the north Atlantic, particularly in the winter months it was very, very bad 

conditions – high winds, fog, rains, snow.  It was really tough on those gun crews out in 

that weather manning the guns. 

 

There must have been a lot of people getting sick, too. 

 

 A lot of people got sick – seasick.  Ships were lost most cases despite the Navy 

protection. The Naval ships had sonar and depth charges and things like that to try to get 

the subs.  But some would get through and some ships would get torpedoed – more so in 

the earlier part of the war.  As the years went by things got a little better.  But it was very 

hazardous duty.   

 Sometimes you‟d be in fog.  And we‟d travel a zig-zag course – you wouldn‟t go 

directly across.  And these ships were slow, so they were pretty easy targets to hit 

because of the slow speed of the ships.  And we had to do zig-zag courses to keep the 

submarines from finding our locations.   

 

How long would it take to go across the ocean? 

 

 Our first trip we left July 31 and we didn‟t get to London until August 28, so it 

was a very slow process.  We did make a stop in Scotland. 

 

So it looks like two weeks just to get across to Scotland. 

 

 It was about two weeks, yeah. 

 

Since you were going through hazardous areas, how did that affect your day-to-day 

routines? 

 

 It didn‟t affect mine too much; more so the poor guys who were out exposed to it 

all.  I was indoors, fortunately, in the radio shack, so I had a much more comfortable 

duty. 

 

Tell us what your radio shack was like. 

 

 It was a very small room with a radio panel.  We had the Morse Code device to 

send and receive messages, and our earphones.  We rarely ever sent any messages 

because we didn‟t want to disclose our location to the enemy.  That was only actually for 

an emergency – if we had to send out an S.O.S. or something like that.  But we basically 

maintained radio silence, although we would receive messages all the time.  And I‟d sit in 

the shack with my headphones on and type the incoming messages, which were all in 

code, and hand the messages over to the officers.  They had the decoding equipment to 

decode the messages. 
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So you didn’t even know what the messages were.  You just wrote down what was 

said. 

 

 I just typed letters and numbers.  I had no idea what they said. 

 

How long was your duty each day?  How long were you on duty? 

 

 I can‟t remember, but for long periods of time, because I was the only radio 

operator on there. 

 

So you were it – you had to be there. 

 

 Yeah. I put in long hours. 

 

What was life like on the ship?  How were your sleeping quarters for example? 

 

 Actually it wasn‟t too bad.  It was very confined, like all ships, because space was 

at a premium.  On the merchant ships we probably had more comfortable quarters than 

they had on the U.S. Navy ships, because they were larger vessels.  And the sleeping 

quarters were larger than they normally would have been. 

 

Were you in hammocks or in a bed? 

 

 No.  We had bunk beds.   

 It was a small group.  We got to know each other well, and interacted pretty well -

-- got to know each other. 

 

How many men on a ship? 

 

 The Navy crew (refers to material he‟s brought, looking for a picture) picture will 

give you an idea. 

 

While you’re looking … You were in a hazardous situation.  But did you have any 

time to relax – any downtime? 
 

 Oh, sure.  Sure.  You played cards and things like that to pass the time away. 

 

A lot of poker games? 

 

 I never got into that, too much. 

 One thing I did – this was a subsequent trip; the last trip that I really did in 1944.  

We went to Murmansk, Russia.  I didn‟t have much to do, so I started a little newspaper 

for the ship, and I called it “The Gun Crew News.”  And I wrote it “for the members of 

the armed guard gun crew who served aboard the S.S. John Stevenson during a voyage to 

Murmansk, Russia in the year 1944.”  I put it out like once a week and included news of 

what was going on on the ship – just to pass some time away. 
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It was well received? 

 

 Yes. 

 Here‟s the crew (refers to picture he has located).  It looks like about 30 people in 

the crew.   

 

So, it looks like, according to the dates you have there, it was not quite two years 

that you were traveling back and forth across. 

 

 1943 and 1944.  The first voyage was in July, 1943, and the last voyage was in 

January of 1944.  But it was a very long voyage. 

 The 1944 voyage was the trip to Murmansk.  That was probably the most 

memorable and most hazardous of all the trips. 

 

Do you remember the route you took? 

 

 Yes.  We left New York in January of 1944.  We went to Glasgow, Scotland and 

arrived there on January 28.  We left Glasgow on February 9 for a one-day voyage to 

Oban, Scotland. We were there for five days.  Then we went to Loch Ewe, Scotland the 

next day.  We were there for a few days.  Then we formed the convoy to go to 

Murmansk.  We left Scotland February 20, and arrived in Murmansk on February 29.  

We were in Russia until April 15 – virtually frozen in.   

 Murmansk is in the Arctic Circle – the Russians had a naval base there.  But you 

could only get in and out certain times of the year.  So we had to wait until spring, 

actually, for the waters to be melted enough to even be able to get out of there. 

 

So your trip to Scotland – you kept going north and north and north. 

 

 Right.  We went up the coast of Norway up into the Arctic Circle into northern 

Russia.  That‟s probably the most hazardous run you could do.  They had German aircraft 

stations all along that route.  They had submarines stationed all along that route.  Many, 

many ships were lost going up to Murmansk.  Some of our ships were lost. 

 

Did you see any of that? 

 

 It was a very hazardous run.  Very hazardous. 

 

When you were onboard ship, was your ship ever in a situation of danger that you 

were aware of? 

 

 We were always in that situation. 

 

Did you have any encounters? 

 

 My ship, fortunately, went through without any problems. 
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But you knew about other ships. 

 

 Oh, yeah.  Quite a few were lost.  And the water was so cold and icy, if you hit 

the water that was it.  There was not way you could survive.  They wouldn‟t even attempt 

to save you because they couldn‟t.   

 The ship was covered at that point – this was a winter trip.  The ice was a foot 

thick over everything. 

 

And that was your last trip? 

 

 That was my last trip on the Stevenson.  We hauled a bunch of supplies up there 

for the Russians.  

 It was a real culture shock to see Russia.  Everything was so primitive up there. 

 

Like what? 

 

 They didn‟t have mechanical things like they had at other ports.  Other ports you 

would pull into, they had the big cranes on the docks – they‟d have mechanical cranes to 

haul the big supplies out.   

 Everything was done by manual labor up there.  They would physically send 

people down into the holds to pull up bags of grain and whatever supplies we were 

delivering over there, by hand.  Everything ashore you could see was primitive compared 

to the United States.   

 You could see how repressive they were there.  They had guards stationed when 

we would leave the ship.  We were not allowed to take any periodicals – newspapers or 

magazines or anything like that. 

 

They didn’t want anyone to see those. 
 

 Obviously you couldn‟t carry a camera or anything like that.  But we were able to 

go ashore.  We really couldn‟t interact with people too much because we didn‟t know the 

language.  But they seemed fairly friendly.  They knew we were bringing them aid and 

everything.   

 

But it wasn’t easy to communicate with them. 

 

 No, exactly. 

 

So that was your last trip, and it looks like you went from there to Ireland? 

 

 That was on the way back.  We came back to Belfast, then to New York.  We 

ended up back in May of 1944.   

 I think I did get some leave after that trip.  I think I got to go home after that, I 

believe, for a short furlough. 

 

How long was the furlough? 
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 I don‟t remember, but it wasn‟t very long. 

 

Five days or so? 

 

 Probably something like that. 

 

When you were on furlough, how did you get home – because you were still on the 

east coast. 

 

 I think we traveled by train, probably. 

 

Your family must have been happy to see you. 

 

 Oh, my God.  Yes, of course.   

 

So you just saw friends and family.  Where were you stationed next? 

 

 From there … 

 One interesting side-light:  This merchant ship, the S.S. John Stevenson, when I 

was discharged from that ship, they sent it to be fitted.  The speculation was, and I was 

pretty sure it happened, they outfitted that ship to go into the Normandy invasion.  And I 

got discharged off it just before that happened.  So I guess that was a stroke of luck! 

 Then my next assignment was in the Caribbean.  I was assigned to the USS PC 

612, which is a sub-chaser.  We operated out of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  We patrolled 

the waters all through the Caribbean, again looking for submarines.   

 

Did you ever find any? 

 

 Well, we dropped some depth charges.  I don‟t know if we ever hit any of them, 

but I remember a lot of depth charges going off!  I don‟t know if we ever actually sunk 

one of them. 

 

So that was quite a change of climate, alone, from Russia to …  

 

 A change in climate.  And the change of the ship was dramatic, too.  The old 

merchant ships were great big, lumbering ships; huge ships.  This was a very small ship – 

about 175‟ long, very fast, high speed.  The strange thing was that I never, ever got 

seasick on the Stevenson, even through the roughest waters.  But on this little ship I did 

get seasick because of the different action – it was an up and down movement, and the 

side-to-side; very fast movements.  I wasn‟t accustomed to that, so I did get seasick on 

that ship (chuckles). 

 

You were doing the same job? 

 

 The same job – I was a radio operator on the ship.   
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Was your radio shack on this ship much different than the one on your other one? 

 

 It was similar; maybe a little smaller, I think, but similar.  But on this ship I had 

two other radio operators, so we took shifts; so there were three radio operators on this 

ship. 

 

So, on the big ship you were the only one, and on the little ship there were three of 

you. 

 

 Right. 

 

What was the amount of messaging that went on?  Was there more? 

 

 Probably more on the PC, because we were actually part of the Navy.  We‟d get 

all of the bulletins and all the instructions and whatever was going on.  We constantly got 

messages.   

 

So you heard everybody’s messages. 

 

 Yes.  They‟d send messages to all ships at sea, or to specific theaters of war or 

whatever.  We were pretty busy on this ship all the time.  We had messages coming in 

constantly. 

 

Did you have time to relax on this ship? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  We had time off when we had our shift changes. 

 

How many men were on this ship? 

 

 This was a small ship.  (He looks through his materials for a picture.) 

 

You said there were about thirty of you on the big ship. 

 

 Yes.  Here‟s the crew of the 612.  There‟s around 75 or 80 people, roughly.  That 

was the crew. 

 

Which was bigger than on the merchant ship.  On the merchant ship you were just 

like auxiliary.   

 

 Right.  There were other people on the merchant ship – the civilian group.  There 

were probably 50 of them, I guess, on that ship. 

 

How long were you patrolling in the Caribbean? 

 

 Until the end of the war. 
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How long was that altogether? 

 

 I was discharged in January of 1946.   

 

 

Discharge and Return to Civilian Life 

 

Where were you discharged? 

 

 At Great Lakes. 

 

The same place you started. 

 

 The same place I started.  I ended up there. 

 

What was your rank when you were discharged? 

 

 Radio man, second class. 

 

So you were an old man of 22 at that point (both chuckle).  What do you remember 

of that day when you were discharged?  How do you remember feeling? 

 

 Probably very happy! 

 

So you were discharged, got all your stuff and … 

 

 Came home.   

 

You just took a regular train home? 

 

 Right. 

 

Did your family know you were coming home? 

 

 Oh, yeah.  Yeah.   

 I think we stopped off – they had a Navy facility downtown in Chicago at the 

lakefront.  I think I spent a night or two there.  I don‟t know why, but they shipped us to 

this facility on the lakefront.  I think it‟s torn down now.  It was a big facility there.  I 

spent a day or two there and I came home from there. 

 

What did you do in that day or two? 

 

 I don‟t know.  I think I went into Chicago and did some sight-seeing.   

 

Did they do any debriefing when you left? 
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 Not that I recall. They might have, but I don‟t recall. 

 

So when you got home, your parents were very happy to see you. 

 

 Of course. 

 

What did you do that first day?  What do you remember enjoying that first day that 

you hadn’t been able to do for a while? 
 

 You know, I don‟t remember.  I don‟t remember. 

 

Probably slept a little. 

 

 Probably. 

 

You probably took some time to relax a little.  What did you do then?  Did you go to 

school?   

 

 Yes.  Actually, I signed up for the GI Bill of Rights.  I enrolled at Butler 

University in Indianapolis.  I did two years of schooling there. 

 

What degree were you going for? 

 

 I just did my bachelors work there – the basic courses.  Then I transferred up to 

Northwestern in 1947.  I came to Chicago and finished my schooling at Northwestern.  I 

got a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, and my major was in advertising.  

So then I went into an advertising career from there. 

 

Had that been something you were always interested in? 

 

 Yes.  I was always interested in advertising.  My older brother was in the 

typesetting business.  He had affiliations with advertising agencies and advertising.  I 

kind of got interested in it, I guess, through him.  I knew pretty much what I wanted to 

do, unlike most kids of that age. 

 

You were a little older. 

 

 Yes.  I was more mature when I came out of the Navy – much more mature.   

 

You were a couple of years older than the other students, too. 

 

 Oh, yeah.  When I went to school we were older than the other kids on the 

campus. 

 

What was your experience as a student who was older than a lot of the others. 
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 A little different, I guess.  We were a lot more serious about what we were doing, 

and wanting to study.  We could see the difference between the other kids.  They were 

having parties … 

 

They were kids. 

 

 They were kids.  They were having parties and drinking and all that kind of stuff.  

The vets were pretty serious and wanting to get an education.  So there was a definite 

difference. 

 

What year did you graduate? 

 

 From Northwestern?  I graduated in 1949.   

 

So you were right around 25? 

 

 I was 24 when I graduated.  In fact, I was married at that time.  I met my wife 

when I came to Chicago.  I came in 1947 to school, and that‟s when I met my wife.  We 

actually got married in 1949. 

 

Was she a student, or did you just meet her in the city? 

 

 Actually, it was kind of strange.  Her step-father and my father were distantly 

related.  When I came to Chicago my father told me to look him up.  So when I came to 

Chicago I called him and he invited me out.  I went out to his house and met him and his 

wife, and his daughter.  They invited me back again to come out for dinner or lunch, or 

something.  I began to get acquainted with their daughter.  That ultimately led to a 

marriage! 

 We dated for a couple of years and then we got married in 1950.   

 

And you were in school at the time.  That must have been just before you graduated. 

 

 Yeah.  I was in school at the time.  Actually, our first daughter was born …  Well, 

my wife didn‟t come to commencement because she was pregnant with our first daughter 

and she was too far from the hospital to come to commencement (chuckles).   

 

So you got your education and you got married.  You condensed a lot of things in a 

short amount of time.   

 

 Right. 

 

So you started work.  What was your first job? 

 

 My first job was with an advertising agency called Campbell Mithun.  Actually, I 

was still going to school at the time.  I went to night school at Northwestern.  I was 
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working full-time and going to school at the same time.  My first job was in the mail 

room, and I worked 9:00 to 5:00.  I had night class – I‟d grab a bite of supper and head 

for my night classes.  After the night classes I had to do my homework (chuckles), then 

back to work the next morning.  I don‟t know how I did it, but I finally did it. 

 

It was a hard pull. 

 

 Very hard. 

 

Do you ever hear from any of the men that you served with?  Do you belong to any 

veterans organizations? 

 

 No, I never went into any of the veterans organizations.  When I was done, I was 

pretty much done with it. 

 

So you haven’t gone to any reunions. 

 

 No, I never went to any reunions.  The only contact I had after the war, there was 

one guy who lived in Gary, Indiana.  We were pretty good friends.  I did contact him and 

went over and visited with him for a day.  That‟s about the only one I ever had any 

contact with after the war. 

 

 

Lasting Impressions 

 

The time that you spent in the military – what effect did that have on your life? 

 

 A tremendous effect, I think.  I learned discipline and just grew up in a real hurry.  

I became very mature in a short period of time. 

 

That was very evident when you went to college. 

 

 Exactly. 

 

You had a lot of serious responsibilities, and that forced you to grow up.  How did 

the experiences you had when you were in the military affect your thinking about 

what you see happening in the world today – about conflicts? 

 

 Well, it‟s a whole different world today.  Then, everybody was very patriotic.  

Everybody was on the same course.  Everybody knew what we were doing.  Now, 

everything seems to be in a turmoil.  Everybody wants to pull in different directions.  

Politics is so nasty.  Everything seems to be in such turmoil compared to back then.  The 

whole country was united – everybody was working toward the single goal.  Now things 

seem very disoriented, upsetting; I don‟t know.  It‟s very confusing.  
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Your time in the military was spent in communication.  And your time – your 

degree, actually, has to do with communications as well. 

 

 Yes. 

 

Do you see that communication now, in the world today; everyone’s talking about 

being able to reach so many people so much faster.  Do you think that’s a good 

thing?  Is it a bad thing? 

 

 I think it‟s good and probably bad at the same time.  There‟s so much overkill in 

the media today.  It‟s great that you‟ve got computers and 24-hour news services and all 

that.  But sometimes it might be overkill, too. 

 

Do you think that the communication – all the new ways we have of communicating 

– impact people’s perspective of the military?  

 

 Probably.  It probably does. 

 

In what way? 

 

 In some ways it‟s negatively depicted, I think, sometimes.  I don‟t think they have 

the appreciation sometimes of what these guys went through. 

 

Some things are harder not to see.  Keeping things secret is probably harder to do 

these days. 

 

 That‟s very hard to do now days.  They revealed a whole bunch of secrets on the 

internet the other day.   

 

So that would make the communications job a lot harder. 

 

 Yes.   

 

But you went through a great deal in your time in the military.  Do you have 

anything else that you would like to share with us before we finish the interview?  

 

 Just one other sidelight I wanted to mention.  Being a radio operator.  It had some 

special responsibilities.  The radio man and the captain were the last two people to leave 

the ship in the event it went down (chuckles).  You always thought about that!  What we 

had to do in that eventuality, we had to get the code books which were locked up in a 

safe.  And they had to be placed in a bag with heavy lead weights, and it had to be 

dumped overboard so they would sink to the bottom.  So no one would ever get those 

codes.  The radio man and the captain – we were supposed to be the last ones; we were 

supposed to send out the SOS at the very last minute, and then leave the ship (chuckles).   

 So those are my parting words! 

Well, in that case, thank you very much for sharing your story. 


