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This interview is being conducted on March 1, 2008 with Andy Anderson at the 

Indian Prairie Public Library in Darien, Illinois.  My name is Don Burque.  Also 

here, besides Mr. Anderson, is his wife, Dorothy, and Deb Barrett, also with the 

Veterans History Project.  Mr. Anderson was born on November 22, 1921 in 

Chicago, Illinois.  He is retired right now and has kindly consented to be 

interviewed for this project.  Here is his story. 

 

[Transcriber‟s note:  For clarification sake, Ms. Barrett‟s and Mrs. Anderson‟s 

questions/comments are set aside in brackets in this transcript.] 

 

 

Enlistment, Induction, Training 

 

Mr. Anderson, where were you living when you entered the service, and tell me, just 

briefly, what your life was like. 

 

Before I joined the Navy? 

 

Yes, correct. 

 

Well, I was born in Chicago.  My father was a journeyman plumber.  At the age of 

probably 14, I was able to get a summer plumbing job at the end of my sophomore year 

in high school.  After my junior year in high school I returned to that plumbing job, 

which, incidentally, paid 25¢ an hour.  So $10 a week looked pretty good.  I graduated 

from J. Sterling Morton High School in Cicero in 1939, and was able to become a 

plumber apprentice.  I worked as a plumber apprentice; I accumulated approximately 

three years experience.  When the war broke out I was anxious to follow my trade, so I 

joined the Navy Seabees.  When the war broke out, Wake Island was captured by the 

Japs.  There were 96 unarmed construction workers working on the island at the time.  

Some of them were killed and some of them were taken prisoners.  Admiral Ben Moreell 

of the U.S. Navy decided that the construction workers should be honored.  (Tape stops 

momentarily.)  And they numbered the battalions by 1, 2, 3.  The first battalion went on 

the march in 1941.  The sixth battalion had really a rough time.  They were stationed with 

the Marines at Guadalcanal and a lot of the men were lost.  325,000 construction workers 

had volunteered to enlist in the Seabees.  They ran all the way up from 1 to 148 

construction battalions.  A construction battalion consisted of six platoons and four 

companies; approximately 40 men to a platoon; 1250 men to a battalion.  Three battalions 

would make up a brigade and more than that would be a regiment.  After my training at 

Camp Bradford and Camp Endicott in Rhode Island with the Marines, we disembarked to 

New Orleans for maneuvers and field training.  We left the States in about April of 1943.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Andy, back up a little bit and talk a little bit about what your training was 

like when you first went into the Navy.  How did your family feel about your decision?] 

 

Well, my father, being a plumber, he thought it was the right thing.   
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[Mrs. Anderson:  His dad was in World War I as a plumber.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So he thought this was a good thing.] 

 

Yes.  Also, the availability of ratings was excellent.  Because of my experience I was 

third class petty officer.  I had an advanced rating rather than just a seaman. 

   

[Ms. Barrett:  Where were you inducted?] 

 

I was inducted in downtown Chicago.  I took a physical.  Because I had 20/20 vision they 

tried to encourage me to join the regular Navy.  The Seabees did accept men with glasses.  

They didn‟t have to be as perfect as they would have to be if they were going to join the 

Navy.  But they were all physically fit because they were construction workers and they 

were all in shape, so to speak.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  They were used to a lot of physical work.] 

 

Right.  So they were more or less able to pass.   

 

Where did you go after induction? 

 

We went by train to Rhode Island – Camp Bradford and Camp Endicott. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What was your training like there?] 

 

We trained with the Marines.  We had to do some big, large obstacle work, like climbing 

over a twenty foot wall and stuff like that.  But that was a time when they would 

eliminate the men who couldn‟t do it, or maybe for some reason they couldn‟t do any 

strenuous or continuous work. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So they were really looking for how physically fit you were and how 

much stamina you had?] 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  And that you had a trade.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And that you had a trade.  What sort of classroom things did you 

do?] 

 

Classroom? 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Yes.  Anything?] 

 

None.  We didn‟t need it.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What was a typical day like for you in training?] 
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In training? 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  In basic.] 

 

We just trained with the Marines.  We marched and do the excessive exercise that they 

required. 

 

How long were you there at basic training? 

 

Not very long.  It was less than a month.   

 

And then where did you go after that? 

 

We went to New Orleans for field maneuvers.  And then after that we were divided into 

two echelons.  They cut the battalion in half.  One half went on the first ship and the 

second half went on the second ship.  I was on the USS Riverside, coincidentally I lived 

in Riverside!  And we went direct to Trinidad, which is off the coast of South America.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Your time in Louisiana, in New Orleans, what were the maneuvers 

like; what did you do?] 

 

Well, we started out the day by going on a march, and then we would come back when it 

got dark. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What did you do besides march (chuckles)?] 

 

That‟s all we did!  There was no end to it. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did they have you doing bivouacs?] 

 

Yeah.  We had to carry our food, and we weren‟t allowed to drink any water anywhere; I 

mean our own water, but not any well water.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So they were preparing you for what you would experience.] 

 

Yeah. 

 

Did you have weapons training? 

 

Yeah.  We were each issued a M1-Garrand rifle.  We had a lot of gear.  A regular sailor 

has one duffel bag; we had two.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What was in your duffel bag; in both of them?] 
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Well, of course we had our underwear.  We had double issues of everything.  One was 

green workpants and green shirts and green baseball caps.  And we also had blue 

dungarees and blue shirts and white hats.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What was the difference between the two?] 

 

Well, the blue signified the Navy.  The green signified the Seabees because they were 

closest to the Marines.  The reason for the green was more or less camouflage.  And then, 

of course, we had the undress blues and the dress blues that pertained to the Navy.  We 

had high shoes and oxfords – so we had two kinds of shoes.  But because we had so many 

different kinds of clothes we had to have two duffel bags.  And that presented an extra 

burden (all chuckle).  

 

[Ms. Barrett:  The well-dressed Seabee!] 

 

Duty Stations 

 

After leaving New Orleans, we went direct to Trinidad. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And Trinidad was for more training?] 

 

No.  The civilians had started a big project there, but it wasn‟t finished after the war 

started.  And I guess they called in all the civilian workers and did not want the workers 

harmed.  We didn‟t really encounter any harm.  There were submarine sightings during 

the time we were there. 

 

How long were you there at Trinidad? 

 

I was there about eleven months.  We really finished our work ahead of time.  And then 

we came back to the States. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What was the project you worked on in Trinidad?] 

 

I put sprinkler systems in six warehouses.  And some of our main projects were to build a 

road that was to go through the mountains to connect the north bay to the rest of the 

island.  The 83
rd

 built a dry dock.  They built many buildings.  Of course, they were like 

pre-fab buildings or similar structures.  And we completed all the work and went back to 

the States.   

 

You went from Trinidad back to New Orleans? 

 

To Rhode Island.   

 

Davisville.  And then how long were you there? 

 



 5 

That is a little complicated.  I was in the 83
rd

, and I think we came back too soon.  And 

the 83
rd

 moved to California to get ready to ship out again.  And we were called back to 

Rhode Island.  So we moved to California and back to Rhode Island.  And when we were 

in Rhode Island, the 83
rd

 split up.  At that time I was no longer in the 83
rd

.  They took me 

out, and the balance of the 83
rd

 went to the Philippines.  I went home and got married, 

and incidentally, Dorothy is my second wife.  I got married and went back and we 

shipped out in April, I believe, from San Diego destined for Okinawa.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  When they had split you up, what was the reason for splitting you off 

from the rest of the 83
rd

?] 

 

I think maybe because part of us had certain experiences.  And the battalions were 

consisting of somebody in the battalion knew how to do something that was required that 

nobody else knew how to do.  In other words, a particular trade.  For instance, a good 

friend of mine was a bootlegger (all chuckle) – he knew how to make whiskey!  But there 

was that guy in the battalion – not that he made whiskey, but he knew how to distill 

water.  We had a shoemaker, we had a musician – we had one of everything in the 

battalion.  So that might have been a reason.  And, also, because the particular 

assignments were needed.   

 

So you went from San Diego over to Okinawa at that point? 

 

Yeah.  Before that I was going to say that Chicago deserves a lot of credit, because the 

tradesmen here are sponsored by the union, and of course the union sponsors all the trade 

schools.  So I believe if you were from Chicago you were recognized because you had 

some schooling in your trade.  I remember one time when I was in Trinidad, I happened 

to be in quarters and one of the officers came down looking for me.  And he called out 

my name and took me out of my bed.  And the way everybody talked, boy, you were in 

trouble!  But the only reason he was looking for me was because I was from Chicago.  It 

turned out that they had some gasoline tanks that somebody connected and all the joints 

were leaking.  And when I did meet the officer he asked me questions and wanted to 

know how much thread you put on a 2 ½” pipe.  And I answered him and he said, “Come 

with me.”  But, anyway, the joints were leaking and I had to order some (tools and 

things?) so I could take it all apart and put it back together again. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  You said you left on a little leave to go get married?] 

 

Yes.  I got married on leave when I went home. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  How much leave did you have?] 

 

Ten days. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did you have a military style wedding or a civilian wedding?] 

 

Civilian. 
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[Mrs. Anderson:  But you wore your uniform.] 

 

Yeah, I wore my uniform. 

 

And that was in 1943? 

 

1945.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did your wife stay home then, or did she go to some of the bases 

where you went?] 

 

She went with me to California, but then, shortly thereafter, I shipped out. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did you stay in California?] 

 

She came back home to Chicago.  She was working. 

 

When you were in Trinidad, how was the weather there?  I mean, that‟s fairly nice.  

It‟s a vacation spot now.   

 

It was a British possession then, but now it‟s independent.   

 

No combat or limited combat? 

 

Not there. 

 

So then you went from San Diego over to Okinawa.  How long did that take to go 

across, and what was your trip like? 

 

Forty five days.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Had you been on a ship before?] 

 

Yeah, when I went to Trinidad.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  That‟s right.] 

 

It took 45 days, and by means of detours and zig-zagging, we landed at Naha, the capital 

of Okinawa, and proceeded to set up a camp.  We did everything that was necessary to 

prepare to either be established there or to prepare for the next move, which would have 

been Japan. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  The invasion.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So what did those preparations consist of?] 
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Procuring food.  When they needed somebody to drive a truck, I volunteered for that 

because I had some experience in that.  That meant that you‟d probably have to drive in 

the dark.  I had one incident.  It had rained a lot there and I had already got a load of food 

– they loaded the truck with a net full of food; they just dump it in there and you take off.  

But you couldn‟t turn your lights on because the kamikaze would fly overhead.  It rained 

so hard, the road was all clay.  And I think when a truck passed coming the other way I 

gave the guy a little too much room and slid off the road sideways into a ditch about 6‟ 

deep.  But I didn‟t have any trouble getting back on.  The problem was we couldn‟t run 

with lights on.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What were your living conditions like when you were in there?] 

 

We stayed in the tent.  And of course … 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Were there two men to a tent, six men – were they bigger?] 

 

About eight men.  We had mosquito netting around each cot. And one night one of the 

men and caught a Jap in his tent!   

 

[Mr. Burque and Ms. Barrett:  In his tent!] 

 

He was looking for food!  And he got a hand on him but couldn‟t hold on to him. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So he got away.] 

 

Through the mosquito netting. 

 

So the Japs were on Okinawa as well. 

 

They were in the caves the Americans made.  We had a cook that got shot by a sniper.  

We had an officer – because he had the gold lapels reflected in the sun – he got shot by a 

sniper.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So you were living in these tents.  What was your food like?  Was it 

from the island, did you have C-rations or K-rations?] 

 

I hate to tell you this, but we had a lot of company for food!  All the Marines wanted to 

eat with us.  We always had ice cream.  We had either cake or pie. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Wow!] 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Because they had men who were bakers, cooks, you know.] 

 

So everybody in the trades. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Yeah.] 
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So everybody was over eating with us.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  You probably had the best food in the military!  When you ate, did 

you have a dining tent set up?] 

 

Yes.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What did you do with your free time?  Did you have a lot of free 

time?] 

 

We didn‟t really concern ourselves with free time.  We kept busy all the time.  There was 

always something to do.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  For relaxation, what did you do?] 

 

Talk.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did you play cards?] 

 

No. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Were you able to communicate with the people back home?] 

 

Yes, we could write. 

 

How long did it take a letter to get to the States, and how long back again? 

 

Probably a couple of weeks. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Were they censored?] 

 

Yes.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  In your letters – either to you or from you – did you ever find out how 

much they were censored?] 

 

No, I never knew.  I knew they were censored.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  You never had any problems with someone not understanding 

anything?] 

 

No. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  That was good.] 
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What was your day like – a typical day – when you were there? 

[Mrs. Anderson:  What time did you get up in the morning?] 

 

On Okinawa?  Well, we‟d get up and have roll call about 6:30.  We‟d have breakfast, and 

then if you had an assignment to do, you‟d do your assignment.  

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And if you didn‟t have an assignment?] 

 

You generally had an assignment.   

 

What was the project you were working on in Okinawa? 

 

I didn‟t have a project.  We weren‟t ready for that yet.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So what were some of the assignments you had?] 

 

Well, one was driving the truck.  Another – generally seamen got stuck with the guard 

duty.  And then the rated personnel might be the corporal of the guard.  So you would 

have to check the guards to make sure they were still there.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  When did you get promoted from third class petty officer to 

second class?  When did that happen?  I never asked you that.] 

 

When I was in Trinidad.  I had taken an exam for first class on Okinawa, but in order to 

get first class I would have had to stay there.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And you decided it wasn‟t worth staying there.] 

 

I had an opportunity to come home, so I came home.   

 

Was the war winding down then – this was 1945? 

 

Yes.  I was on Okinawa when the war ended.   

 

When did it end in the Far East?   

 

It was in November. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  After the bombing of Japan – Hiroshima and Nagasaki – that was 

in August.  I remember that.] 

 

Well, if you remember, the first bomb was on with Tibbets – the Enola Gay.  He gets 

credit for ending the war, but he really didn‟t end the war.  In fact we had one of our 

Seabee members, an honorary member, was … 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  The co-pilot of the boxcar – Fred Olivi.] 
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Fred Olivi was the co-pilot on the boxcar, which was the second plane that bombed 

Japan.  When the first bomb landed – the Japs thought we only had one bomb.  So they 

didn‟t surrender.  But the second plane took off from Tinian Island.  They built an airfield 

on Tinian Island.  Tinian Island was a plateau.  And you couldn‟t take off with a plane 

unless you were sure you were taking off, because if you didn‟t take off you‟d dive into 

water.  But anyway, they took off from Tinian.  And it was supposed to bomb Kokura, 

and it was real foggy and they circled and circled and circled and still the fog didn‟t lift.  

So the captain – I think his name was (unclear) -- well, anyway, he said, “We‟re going to 

Nagasaki and bomb there.”  So they bombed Nagasaki and they just barely got out of the 

mushroom cloud, and they were going to go back to Okinawa.  And they radioed to 

Okinawa and nobody would answer because they were on a secret mission.  They finally 

just made it to Okinawa and as they landed one of the engines conked out.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Fred told us it conked out because they ran out of gas!] 

 

From all that circling. 

 

Yes.  It just landed.  Nobody knew they were coming. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  When you were going to Okinawa, and you said there were Japanese 

in the caves.  How did the officers prepare you?  What did they tell you to expect 

when you got to Okinawa?] 

 

To avoid the caves. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did they say that was where they were and to avoid them?] 

 

Yes.  Sure.  Because anything you can‟t see is suspicious.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Right.  So what safety precautions did they give you?  You mentioned 

driving with no lights.  What else did they tell you?] 

 

Well, common sense – to use common sense.  Don‟t attract any attention. 

 

Were there many casualties in your unit – your battalion? 

 

Only a few.   

 

And they were basically from the snipers in the caves and things like that. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  When the war ended – you said it ended while you were there – did 

the Japanese surrender?  Did the US military go into the caves and get them out?] 

 

No.  They were still there.  They might still be there! (Everyone chuckles)  I don‟t know 

what was left – they might have closed the caves. 
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Do you remember any of your friendships – any of the guys that you were friendly 

with there? 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  You should say the first friend – well, one of your good friends – 

was Sears.] 

 

He was with the original 83
rd

.  He‟s quite a character.  {indistinct}  

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  He‟s 92 years old, this gentleman.  And because this Sears was 

Swedish – Andy‟s real name is Clarence; Andy is his nickname – but Sears was 

Swedish and he grew up in Sweden.  His father died – his mother and dad lived in 

the United States, but his dad passed away at a young age and his mother moved 

back to Sweden.  And because they were both Swedish they were friends, and that‟s 

how Andy met his first wife, through Sears.  He lived in Chicago and they were 

buddies.] 

 

That‟s another story.  Sears and I were home on leave, and we were invited to Sears‟ 

uncle‟s house for dinner on a Sunday.  And we went there, and Sears‟ cousin‟s husband‟s 

sister was there (everyone chuckles), and I met her.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  She passed away in 1994.  My husband was in World War II – he 

was in the Air Force – and he passed away in 1994.  And I knew Andy – Andy had a 

younger sister my age, and I‟d known her since high school.  And our high school 

class was having a reunion, and Andy was going to come with his sister.  And she 

was a widowed, he was widowed and I was widowed.  And she introduced us.  We 

both grew up in the same area.  We had a lot in common.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Very nice.  Andy, the war ended when you were in Okinawa.  Were 

you discharged there?  Did you have more time somewhere else?] 

 

I was sent back to the States and was discharged at Great Lakes.  

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And after you were discharged, what did you do?  Do you remember 

the day you were discharged?] 

 

Sure.  I was discharged on my birthday!   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  What a nice birthday present! (Everyone chuckles)] 

Which we know is November 22! 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did your family know you were coming home?] 

 

Yes. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Did they meet you?] 
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Yes.  At the “L” station. 

 

So another long ship ride from Okinawa back to San Diego?   

 

Yes.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Wasn‟t it Port Hueneme?] 

 

Yes.  It was Port Hueneme.  That was the established Seabee base on the west coast.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And you said it‟s on the west coast?] 

 

Yes.  Port Hueneme. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Is along northern California?  Southern California?  Central?] 

 

Central.  Oxnard.  Do you know where Oxnard is?  That was our liberty town. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Okay.  So how did you get from there to Chicago?]   

 

They shipped us to Great Lakes. 

 

[Ms. Barrett: Oh.  They shipped you directly to Great Lakes.] 

 

Yes.  And they discharged us at Great Lakes. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Did you go by train?] 

 

Yes, by train.  Of course we were free then, and I went downtown to my wife.] 

 

So this was late 1945.  And after the service, where did you work?  What did you 

do? 

 

Well, I went back to being a plumber apprentice.  And I went down to the union, and they 

said, “You‟ve got three years in the service and two years before.”  Normally the stretch 

time of time to be a plumber is five years.  And they said they could allow me the three 

years in the service toward being a journeyman plumber application.  They said if I 

wanted all I‟d have to do is take the examination.  So that‟s how I became a journeyman.  

And this fellow, Sears, he was an active carpenter.  We decided we wanted our own 

houses. So the two of us bought 16 acres in Downers Grove at 75
th

 and Fairview.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  I know where that is!] 

 

We bought the southwest corner, which was 16 acres.   
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[Mrs. Anderson:  There‟s a restaurant there now.] 

 

That‟s part of the story!  The property was very nice, but it looked like the piece closest 

to the corner would be the best piece.  So I told Sears, why don‟t we divide it into three 

parts – you take the one you want, I‟ll take the one I want and neither one will take the 

corner.  He said he‟d take the middle – I thought he should have the preference because 

he was the carpenter.  And I got the west end.  So we built our houses by hand – actually 

by our own hands.  The only thing I didn‟t do was dig the hole for the excavation.  But 

both of us did everything ourselves.  And our house was just torn down three about two 

years ago.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Yes, by Gallagher and Henry – have you heard of them?] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  I live in Darien.  I‟m very familiar with them.] 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  It was the house that Gallagher and Henry used as their 

headquarters when they were building …] 

 

The Farmingdale and Hinsbrook and all that? 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Exactly.  I lived not too far from there.  I didn‟t know Andy then, 

but I didn‟t live too far from there.  I lived in Knottingham when my husband was 

alive.] 

 

Well, I continued as a plumber, but then in 1952 I went into the plumbing business. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  You started your own business?] 

 

Yes.  I set up my own shop.  And I wanted to get rid of that property that I had – the one-

third lot.  And I sold it to Sears.  So Sears, with his own two hands, built that building all 

by himself.  I helped him out with the plumbing.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  We used to call it „the castle‟ when I was in high school.]   

 

Anyway, his wife went to nursing school and they were going to have a nursing home 

there.  But she passed away before that could happen.  And then it became the restaurant. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  It‟s been a few things through the years.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  It‟s the Downers Delight Restaurant now.] 

 

So you stayed pretty friendly with Mr. Sears over the years. 

 

Oh, yes.  As he got older, his daughter lived on the east coast, so he is now in Bayville 

Assisted Living. 
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[Mrs. Anderson:  An assisted living center.  He‟s 92.  He was older than Andy.] 

 

Andy, were there any other close friendships you made that have remained after 

your service whom you stayed in touch with? 

 

I had one in Ohio, but he‟s gone now.  We have our own veterans‟ organization.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Tell us how that got started.] 

 

That got started in Chicago right after the war.  We have what we call “islands” instead of 

“posts” – Island 1, Island 2 – because so many Seabees were stationed on islands in the 

war.  We have a mid-year national meeting and we have a national convention every 

year. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Is this just for the Seabees?] 

 

Just for the Seabees, and guests.  I‟m a trustee in the national and a treasurer in the local. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  You have a local island – Island 2.   

 

And where is that located? 

 

We just meet in a restaurant on the north side. 

 

How many members are there in this Island 2? 

 

Over 100. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  But not many come to the meetings.] 

 

We lost three more in the last six months.  We lost our magician!   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  {Indistinct}  And they call us „Queen Bees.‟  Sometimes around the 

country they call their wives „Honey Bees,‟ but we‟re „Queen Bees.‟  (Everyone 

chuckles.)] 

 

Yes.  What we do, we meet for lunch and then have our meeting afterwards.  But the 

problem is the guys are so old we have to meet in the daytime during the week.  And 

we‟re getting too old now to go to that. 

 

Don‟t want to drive at night. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:   Yes.  And the younger men work during the day.] 

 

And the younger men kind of disassociate themselves with us because we‟re older and 

from World War II, and they generally want to be with guys they know – guys they went 
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into the service with.  It‟s hard to get them as members.   They‟re around.  We pick them 

up once in a while.  We saw a picture in the paper of a man who got a Silver Star.  It said 

he was in the US Navy, then said he was a Seabee.  And lo-and-behold on his jacket there 

was a big Seabee on his green coverall.  It never said anything anywhere in the paper, on 

the caption or anything, that he was a Seabee.  But he was from the south side.  And we 

honored him by giving him a free membership.  But we can‟t contact him now.  He filled 

out the form and he became a member, but we don‟t have his address.  He went back to 

Iraq.  Incidentally, too, we just got a VFW magazine.  And there were two gals in there 

who were Seabees who were killed in Iraq.   

 

You don‟t think of Seabees as being in Iraq right now.  You usually just think of 

them as World War II.  That‟s interesting. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  They‟re everywhere.  A lot of people never heard of them.  They 

think that‟s like the radio – you know, like citizen‟s band.  But once, when we were 

coming out of a restaurant in Brookfield, a fellow started calling, “Friend, friend.”  

Andy had a jacket that had the Seabee logo – the bee.  And we didn‟t pay any 

attention, but then he yelled, “Seabee.”  And of course we turned around 

immediately.  And he was a Seabee and joined our organization.  He‟s one of the 

younger men.  But we don‟t hear from him.  We have a little newsletter, and it never 

gets returned.  But we don‟t know.  Since he was in the Reserves he could be 

overseas.  But once in a while we get lucky and find another Seabee, which is nice.] 

 

[Mr. Burque stops the tape to turn it over.] 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  You didn‟t mention when shooting a gun you got a 

“sharpshooter.”] 

 

Sharpshooter entitles you to have a Thompson sub-machine gun.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Had you fired any rounds, any rifles or anything, before going into 

the military?] 

 

No.  I never would have shot a gun. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  He never believed in them.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  How did it feel to you?] 

 

I just did it.  I just went out there and did it. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  You just did it.  Did you ever have to use one while you were there 

other than your sharp shooting target practice?] 

 

No.  Just on the target practice. 
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This was the M-1? 

 

No.  We originally were issued the M-1, but it was right at the time they were changing to 

carbines which were much lighter and smaller.  And we needed that because we had so 

much other stuff to carry. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So you got a sharp shooter medal.  What did you have to do to get the 

sharp shooter?] 

 

Hit the bullseye. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  How many times? (chuckles)] 

 

You were rated for accuracy. 

 

What was the general feeling when you found out the war was over?  You were in 

Okinawa.  It must have been a surprise – they were dropping these bombs. 

 

We were surprised how quick it happened.  We heard there was one bomb that was 

already dropped.   

 

Weren‟t they preparing for an invasion of Japan, and you would have been part of 

that?  So you must have been thrilled. 

 

Yes.  Our battalion was originally named the “pontoon battalion,” because that would 

consist of landing in pontoons.  When the Americans invaded Italy, the Seabees 

conceived the idea of loading the landing barges before dropping anchor.  So everybody 

was on barges when the ship was moving in.  And as soon as they dropped anchor, they 

cut the ties and the barges kept going in.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  How did you get your news on Okinawa when the war ended?  

Was it on a loudspeaker, or did your commander call you?] 

 

By word of mouth.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  The commander didn‟t call you together and make an 

announcement?] 

 

No.  When the war was over everybody knew it.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So what was the general reaction?  Were people celebrating, just 

relieved?] 

 

Relieved.  It meant they wouldn‟t have to do anything more to end the war. 

 

Because it had been over in Europe at that time. 
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We had several fellows speak at our convention who were stationed {indistinct}.  One 

was the co-pilot of the plane that dropped the bomb.  And then we also had … 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Mike Kruyla – he was an Indianapolis survivor.] 

 

Did you ever have him?  You should have him.  He lives here in Illinois.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  They‟re the ones that carried the bomb to Tinian.] 

 

He was one of the survivors.  I think there were over 900 killed on the Indianapolis. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Were you still in the military when the surrender was signed?] 

 

Yes.  They finally gave in to signing it.  Originally they didn‟t want to sign it.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  How closely did the news – the military – cover those events?  Did 

they keep you up to date – was it in a paper, was it just announcements or postings?  

How did they let you know that those big events were happening?] 

 

Word of mouth. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  Everything was word of mouth.] 

 

During roll call in the mornings? 

 

I think before that.  It was over. 

 

You all knew.  How did your service experience affect your life – any thoughts on 

that at all?   

 

It was an experience to be in the service.  You got to meet a lot of different kind of 

people.  I followed what I was doing before, so I didn‟t change that. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  It sounds like you also met Sears.] 

 

Yes, I met Sears.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  There‟s another fellow, Frank …] 

 

Yes.  He still belongs to our Island.  He lives in Florida.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  He writes.] 

 

Yes, he writes.   
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[Ms. Barrett:  So it sounds like the friends you met in the military had a big impact 

on your life.  And that‟s still to this day.] 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  When you look back on your experiences with the Seabees, like 

some men will say at the time, not knowing what would happen, it was not the best 

of times.  But looking back they realized they wouldn‟t have traded it for anything, 

they might say.  Do you feel that way?] 

 

Well, I didn‟t like the killing.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Well, not that.] 

 

Even now, today, the worst thing is the killing. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  But do you feel that was really a good experience to have been in 

the Seabees?  I know just from meeting the people that I‟ve met …] 

 

Excluding the killing. 

 

You got to actually use your trade for a good purpose.  And Trinidad couldn‟t have 

been too bad.   

 

Yes.  That was quiet.  I consider myself lucky to have gone there. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  One of the men in our Island was at D-Day.  He was on a landing 

ship – not having to land like the rangers, but he was there on D-Day.  And we 

asked him once if he was scared, and he said he was too young to be scared of 

anything.  But, anyway.] 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  How did your military time affect the way you think about life?] 

 

I never thought about it. 

 

Is there anything else that we haven‟t covered, any friends that you‟d like to talk 

about that you remember, or anything that we haven‟t talked about that you‟d like 

to add to this? 

 

The only thing is that the Seabees aren‟t really recognized.  Because I guess not too many 

people know about them.  We were probably the only branch in the service that could 

overrule an officer. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And that‟s because …] 

 

Because if it pertained to knowledge of construction, we knew more than the officer. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So it would be a safety consideration.] 
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Do you feel they‟ve never gotten the credit they‟re due? 

 

Well, I‟m sure the Japanese never thought that we could progress against them as fast as 

we did.  There weren‟t any Seabees at the time – they were formed later.  So if you could 

picture a lot of islands with nothing on them, you wonder how somebody was going to 

come in.  But it happened. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  So it was really a big advantage to the military to have you there.  

Because otherwise the work that was accomplished wouldn‟t have happened.] 

 

There were always jokes going on.  One was “Never pick a fight with a Seabee, because 

he might be some Marine‟s father.”  (Everyone chuckles)  The average age – I had guys 

over me who were 50 years old – but the average was 37.  So that‟s a big difference.  I 

know there were a lot of stories going around.  There were more about Desert Storm, 

when the hospital in Saudi Arabia – the sewer for the hospital was always backing up 

because it was put in with the wrong pitch.  So they called the Seabees in, and what did 

they do?  They raised the hospital!  (Everyone chuckles)   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  They didn‟t lower the piping, they raised the hospital!] 

 

And another story was there was a gas leak.  There was 900 miles of piping in Saudi 

Arabia buried in the sand.  And there was a leak in the line, and they didn‟t know where 

the leak was.  So they called the Seabees, and they sent two Seabees to Saudi Arabia.  

And one could fly a plane.  So the one Seabee asked for 100 pounds of raw meat.  So 

they shut the gas off and opened the pipe up and pumped the odor from the meat into the 

pipe.  And they got into the plane and flew the route of the pipe.  And all the vultures 

were hanging around.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  The Seabees were the ones who had the motto:  “Can do.”  And 

another thing they said, “The difficult we do immediately, the impossible takes a 

little longer.”] 

 

Anything else you want to share with us? 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  About being in the service?] 

 

Yes.  About being in the service and after.  Did we talk about how you two met as 

well? 

 

Yes, I think we did.   

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  Andy has three daughters.  They‟re all married.  He has six 

grandchildren.] 
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[Ms. Barrett:  Do your children and grandchildren ever talk to you about your 

experiences?  Have you shown them pictures or anything?] 

 

No. 

 

[Ms. Barrett:  None of them expressed an interest?] 

 

No.  One time, a few years ago, they said, “I didn‟t know you were on Okinawa.” 

 

Do you not like to talk about it? 

 

I have no reason to talk about it. 

 

It‟s so interesting to a lot of people, though. 

 

[Mrs. Anderson:  I find it fascinating.  My older brother was in the Navy in World 

War II.  He wasn‟t a Seabee – I wish he was, after meeting Andy – he was on a ship.  

My younger brother was more in the cold war era.  He was in the Army, but he 

never went overseas.  And all of the experiences of these men – my late husband was 

stationed at Hickam Field in Hawaii.  And when they talk about that, to me, it‟s 

fascinating what they went through.  My older brother was on an aircraft carrier 

escort which was hit by a Kamikaze plane in the battle of Leyte Gulf.  And I 

remember, you know you talk about writing letters, I had forgotten how badly his 

letters were cut out.  (Everyone chuckles)  It was probably perfectly innocent, but 

somebody wasn‟t sure.] 

 

There is difficulty now getting a hold of Seabees who are in the military.  We try to 

contact them all.  Because we have a lot to offer.  But we can‟t meet them. 

 

Do you have anything else to share before we close? 

 

Well, I followed the plumbing all through my life.  And I retired in 1984, so I‟m retired 

24 years.   

 

[Ms. Barrett:  And you‟re involved in the project to build the veterans monument.] 

 

Yes.  In Burr Ridge.  We‟re having a little difficulty there. 

 

Where do they want to build that? 

 

At the corner of County Line Road and Plainfield, back in the corner.  The park was 

dedicated as McCollumb Park in honor of Purdie McCollumb.  When we moved out 

there in 1973, it was country then.  That was before we were incorporated.   

 

Andy, thank you very much, and Dorothy, thank you very much, for sharing your 

experiences with us.  And we‟ll go off record now. 


