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Part 1: Introduction 
 

We are speaking with Mr. Sol Schultz.  Mr. Schultz was born April 16
th

, 1923, in the 

Bronx and now lives in Willowbrook.  Mr. Schultz learned of the Veterans History 

Project through Mrs. Sandy Maher who works here at the library.  He has kindly 

consented to be interviewed for the project.  Here is his story. 

 

Joe:  Mr. Schultz, how would you prefer to be interviewed during this interview? 

 

Sol. 

 

Joe:  Sol, O.K. Thank you, Sol. 

 

Part 2: Entering the Military 
 

Joe:  Sol, when did you enter the service? 

 

In January of 1943. 

 

Joe:  Where were you living at that time? 

 

In the Bronx. 

 

Joe:  In the Bronx.  What were you doing in civilian life? 

 

Before I got into the Army, I actually went to volunteer in the Navy, and I was too young 

at the time, and my mother had lost two children before she came over to this country.  

She looked very much at me getting into the service, and she put up an objection.  A little 

while later I was drafted. 

 

Joe:  This question… 

 

Yes, I‟ve got your question.  I was working for a freight forwarder at that time.  

Basically, I started off as a messenger doing a little bit of office work. 

 

Joe:  A freight forwarder.  What was the name of the freight forwarder? 

 

Freidman and Slater. 

 

Joe:  O.K.  I worked for Republic.  Sol, were you drafted or did you enlist? 

 

I mentioned before, I tried to get into the Navy but actually got drafted. 

 

Joe:  You got drafted, O.K.  What branch of service were you drafted into? 
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Well, I started off after my basic training, I took basic training as a Medic and I ended up 

after I placed, where I ended up, I was in Depot Engineers. 

 

Joe:  Where were you inducted into the service? 

 

In New Jersey, Fort Dix. 

 

Part 3: Training 
 

Joe:  What were your first days like at Fort Dix? 

 

It was winter time, January, and I came out of a steam heated, warm apartment, and they 

put me in a tent with, I think there were four or six guys in the tent.  We slept, they gave 

us overcoats with two blankets, at least, with a, there was a fire in a potted stove.  

Somebody used to come in and feed the…, put wood in there or something to try keep 

(out) the cold.  It was the coldest I‟ve ever been in my life. 

 

Joe:  Well, that‟s understandable.  Being away from home, what were your living 

conditions?  You mentioned that you slept in tents and you had three meals a 

day? 

 

Nodded. 

 

Joe:  O.K.  Where did you go after boot camp? 

 

After boot camp I was transferred to Virginia, Camp Picket, Virginia. 

 

Joe:  Camp Picket Virginia. 

 

That was a medical… 

 

Joe:  Was that considered advanced training into…? 

 

The Medics. 

 

Joe:  Into the Medical…  While you were here in the States, just about how many 

different jobs did you have with the Army? 

 

Not too many.  Basically when I got out of Camp Picket, I took the train up to Sharon, 

Pennsylvania, and the only job I had there, it was a job that they gave me, it was a 

temporary job just to help them with their paperwork. 

 

Joe:  They put you in wherever they needed you. 
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Of course, I knew how to type, and they had me cleaning up some of their records. 

 

Part 4: Going Overseas 
 

Joe:  So you did that until actually you were to depart overseas.  When did you 

depart for overseas duty? 

 

I would say it was probably, we shipped out of Sharon, of course on a train, and we 

ended up in, I think it was… 

 

Joe:  Somewhere in England? 

 

No.  San Franciso.  Angel Island, we stayed there for about a week.  That was the first 

and only time that I was in a barracks for my whole Army career.  The only time I was in 

a regular barracks with a regular bed, the rest of my Army career, I never saw a barracks 

again. 

 

Joe:  Really?  Where were you then?  Where were you when you were not in the 

barracks? 

 

I was in a mud hut, a tent. 

 

Paraminal tents? 

 

Joe:  What was your outfit when you were assigned?  Do you remember what the 

name of the outfit? 

 

Yeah, it was the 454
th

 Engineer Depot Company. 

 

Joe:  Engineers, O.K. 

 

Engineers.  I didn‟t get there just like that, because it took a few months before I ended 

up there.  I was transferred. 

 

Joe:  What was the mission of that outfit? 

 

The mission of the outfit was supporting the Russian Army, because I was in Iran, and 

they were bringing cargo to Iran because they couldn‟t bring the ships to the Russian port 

which was on the East Coast of Russia. 

 

Joe:  This is still, we‟re talking World War II, right? 

 

Yes. 
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Joe:  What was your rank at that time? 

 

I started off as a private, and I ended up as a sergeant. I was once interviewed possible 

Officers Training, and I was interviewed after I got out of basic training, and they 

interviewed me.  The interview consisted of a few questions about what did you do 

before you got into the Army.  Were you a Boy Scout?  I said, “No.”  Did you play 

baseball?  Yeah.  Were you Captain of the team.  No.  So I apparently had no leadership 

abilities, so I flunked out.  I did get a good mark on my IQ. 

 

Joe:  You partially answered this already, but I‟ll repeat it.  Where did you sleep?  

Where did you eat?  What was life like in that Medical Corps? 

 

We lived in huts.  We ate in the mess hall.  To me it was typical. 

 

Joe:  While you were overseas, did you get in touch with your family? 

 

Oh, yeah. 

 

Joe:  You did? 

 

I wrote to them. 

 

Joe:  Did you feel any stress? 

 

No, I never did.  There were guys.  We had a lot of time.  The conditions there, it was 

very hot.  We worked only until high noon, and then we took off, and guys sitting on the 

bunk, he says, “When are we getting out of here?”  It was very uncomfortable.  It was 

extremely, extremely hot.  When I say hot, it was like a hundred and thirty to a hundred 

and sixty, a hundred and eighty even.  That was hot. 

 

Joe:  When you fellows were off duty, what did you do?  Where did you go?  How 

did you entertain yourselves? 

 

Most of the guys, when they were off duty were in their bunks, lying there.  I almost 

never did that.  They had a recreation which I went to, and I played ping pong.  There 

was also a place south of Iran.  I found out there was an Iranian Oil company had a 

swimming pool.  We took a truck out of the motor pool and drove down there. 

 

Joe:  So, actually, then, when you were on your leave, you didn‟t travel anywhere 

other than… to another country or anything like that? 

 

I traveled before I got there. 
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Joe:  Before? 

 

Getting there, I traveled by ship.  We got to Australia, and I stayed, I forgot the name of 

the town.  South, North on the Southern Coast of Australia.  We stayed there about a 

week, then we went over to the West Coast of Australia.  We stayed there a few days.  

That‟s the traveling we did.  Then from there we went to India.  I stayed in Bombay for 

about a month to six weeks, then I transferred to… 

 

Joe:  You were transferred a lot. 

 

And then they took us into the interior of India until they… 

 

Joe:  At this time you were always attached to the U.S. Army?  You did what they 

told you to do? 

 

I never had my own say.  And then when we went…  At that point, I had no idea where I 

was going.  I had no idea.  And when we left there, that little town in a suburb of India, 

we marched out of there in a bagpipe parade. 

 

Joe:  That was what I was going to ask you.  During that period, did you have any 

humorous events that you could maybe laugh at or tell us about, something 

funny? 

 

I don‟t know if they‟re funny.  This was a funny situation marching with an Indian; I 

guess you‟d call it a band or something.  Sleeping on a train, there was no facilities to 

sleep, so three or four of us in this little area, so one guy slept on the seat, and then we 

picked up the seat and created a platform, everybody took off their belt, and they held this 

thing up, and another person slept there, and since I was probably about the smallest one, 

I went up to the coat rack.  That‟s funny. 

 

Part 5: Combat/Type of Service 
 

Joe:  When was the first time your unit entered combat, if any? 

 

What‟s combat? 

 

Joe:  Shells flying around, guys shooting at you. 

 

Never saw combat. 

 

Joe:  Never were in a combat zone? 

 

Never saw combat.  Never was in a combat zone.  The only time I was in a combat zone, 

is when I went home, I flew over North Africa, and I saw … 
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Joe:  Germans? 

 

I saw bombed out tanks and equipment that was laying in the desert as we flew over 

North Africa. 

 

Joe:  You had really, quite an experience, with all this traveling. 

 

We ended up in Iran.  Coming up the area, it‟s on the news now all the time, because of 

what‟s going on in Iran, the ship is going by, and it looks gorgeous.  You saw palm trees, 

and I said, “I don‟t know where we‟re going, but this looks great.”  When we got finally 

to the port, which was Karamshaw, we were right at the tip of the desert.  That‟s where 

we ended up, in the desert. 

 

Joe:  So, never any casualties in your unit to speak of? 

 

Some flies and so forth, mosquitoes. 

 

Joe:  Did you receive any medals or citations of any kind? 

 

Good Conduct Medal. 

 

Joe:  Good Conduct Medal, O.K. 

How did you feel…  Give us an idea of how it felt when your service period was 

ending, when the war was coming to and end and you were getting 

rehabilitated. 

 

Well there was no such thing as rehabilitation.  We spent the time there… 

 

Joe:  When you say there, Iran? 

 

Iran. 

 

Joe:  How long were you in Iran? 

 

About two years. 

 

Joe:  Two years in Iran?  Did you get any furloughs while you were there? 

 

Yeah, I got a furlough.  I went up to Tehran.  I didn‟t get home. 

 

Joe:  When your service period was ending, did you have any emotions about it, that 

you were going home? 
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The war had ended, before the war had ended, you know, the war had ended in … 

 

Joe:  May of ‟45. 

 

But before that, it ended in Europe. 

 

Joe:  Yeah. 

 

O.K. but the war was still going on in Japan. 

 

Joe:  Right. 

 

At that point we were supposed to be moved from Iran to China to help the Americans 

there.  We were getting ready to go there, and it ended up…  We were very close to 

Russia.  The Russians wouldn‟t allow us to go through Russia.  If you look at a map… 

 

Joe:  You had to bypass it, huh? 

 

See we bypassed it going through Afghanistan.  At that time we would have to go 

through Afghanistan to get to China. 

 

Joe:  Sol, when were you discharged? 

 

January of ‟46. 

 

Joe:  Of ‟46.  What did you do afterward, after discharge, days after discharge? 

 

After discharge?  Well, I had the availability; I could probably go to get an education or 

something. 

 

Joe:  G.I. Bill? 

 

I had my job, which I worked there about a couple of years.  I had the choice of getting 

into the 52-20 Club where they gave me twenty dollars a week for fifty-two weeks if I 

did that.  I‟m not the kind of a guy that just hangs around, so I went up to my old boss 

and they said, “We need you now.”  So he gave me thirty dollars, and I went to work for 

him. 

 

Joe:  Sol, after the war did you get married right away? 

 

Well, no.  I met my wife on the job there, and we got married in… 

 

Joe:  Oh, you knew her previously? 
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In ‟47. 

 

Joe:  Did you, after the war, did you have any relationships with your buddies?  Did 

you call them or see them? 

 

I called them. 

 

Joe:  Did you join any kind of Veterans organizations? 

 

No, I‟m not a real joiner. 

 

Joe:  How „bout reunions?  Did your outfit have any reunions? 

 

Well, the outfit was so scattered around all, basically, all over the country.  I had one 

friend from New York.  He lived in Manhattan; I lived…  We met once, I think.  We 

were pretty close. 

 

Joe:  But you didn‟t have any like, a reunion where they got everybody all over the 

country? 

 

No. 

 

Joe:  O.K. Marty, it‟s about all I have. 

 

Marty: O.K. Thanks, Joe.  (Marty is now the primary interviewer.) 

For the record there are some specific sets of questions I‟m going to be 

asking Sol, and I‟ll explain those in a minute.  But before we get to that, 

with your approval Sol, there are a couple of things you said that I know 

peaked Joe‟s interest and mine as well.   

When you‟re talking about the travel, could we hear just a little bit more 

about your trip from the U.S. and that round about way through Australia 

and India and what you did at those places?  Why did they have you there? 

 

Well, we went that way to avoid the conflict that was going on in the Pacific and through 

the islands and so forth.  We went that way.  When I left Pennsylvania, we were placed 

on a train to San Francisco, and they put us on Angel Island which is right across the 

street from the prison, Alcatraz.  You can see Alcatraz from Angel Island.  So, we were 

on the island, and when I got off, I took walks around the island and so forth.  It was a 

real Army Camp just like you have in New York, the coast of New York. 

 

Marty:  Staten Island?  I mean… 

 

Joe:  Fort Dix? 
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Not Fort Dix. 

 

Marty:  The star shaped 

 

Joe:  Staten Island? 

 

No.  There‟s an Army Camp.  You ought to know that. 

 

Marty:  I should, too.  I lived off… When you were in California, was that just like a 

holding company, waiting to get you assembled for the trip over? 

 

Exactly.  You know, they had a ship ready.  We didn‟t get any weapons because we were 

still considered Medics, and we were not supposed to.  In all my career, I only had to 

shoot, they gave us some training on how to handle the gun. 

 

Marty:  Familiarization. 

 

Just to shoot for record. 

 

Joe:  So as a Medic actually, being in a non combat zone, you didn‟t have that much 

to do as far as taking care of wounded people etc. 

 

Marty: At what point did you get switch out of the Medics to the job you ended up 

with? 

 

You asked me to give the … O.K.  When I got to ???? Australia, we got off at… I‟ll give 

it to you one step at a time. 

 

O.K. 

 

When we got to Australia, we got off the ship.  So, if you‟ve been on a ship that long, it 

was like, you know, and all you have there is salt water.  I don‟t if you took a bath in salt 

water; some took a shave in boiled salt water.  So anyway, first thing I got off the ship; I 

asked some kid is there a place where I can take a bath.  So we ended up, there‟s a little 

motel or something.  There was a couple or three friends of mine and we got in there and 

there was a bath tub; we each had a bathroom.  I got into this bathtub with regular sweet 

water. 

 

Real water. 

 

I layed in there until I soaked.  Then when we got up, the three of us went out and looked 

for a meal.  We went, in Australia, we had a steak dinner or something, and it was very, 

very cheap.  I had American money, and I gave American money.  The American money 

had an advantage exchange when I paid it, you know.  I don‟t know what it was but we 
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gave her a couple of dollars for a tip, and waitress didn‟t want to take it; she said we 

could have another meal.  We said, no, no, you can have it.  That‟s the relationship we 

had with the people there.  They had…  If we went by the movies they said, “Come on 

in.” 

 

Joe: The civilians treated you very nice. 

 

Oh, yeah. 

 

Marty:  What was the Army doing with you at that time?  Why were you staying in 

Australia? 

 

Well, they had to update the ship, I guess.  They didn‟t check it with me. 

 

Marty:  It had nothing to do with you; it was just the ship. 

 

They had to get fresh water, the food, the whatever else while you were on the ship. 

 

Marty: How long were you there? 

 

We were there, I guess, the best part of a week. 

 

Marty: You said it wasn‟t mainland Australia, it was an island? 

 

Pardon. 

 

Marty: You say it wasn‟t mainland Australia.  Was it Tasmania? 

 

Tasmania, that‟s the town we were in. 

 

Marty:  So you were there for ship refitting. 

 

Whatever it was.  In fact, before we got to, take us into the dock, the ship was anchored 

out a ways and some of the guys had fish hooks and lines, and they threw it out, and they 

literally caught sharks about that big, and they were pulling them up, and the deck was 

covered with sharks. 

 

Marty:  So, while you were in Australia, did you know what your destination was? 

 

Had no idea.  They never told us anything. 

 

So you leave Australia, then where did they take you? 
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They took us to the West Coast of Australia, made another stop there.  While we were in 

that town, Tasmania, since you have like 4,000 or 5,000 guys got out there, and they 

have, what do you call it, how they feed all these guys.  Everybody wanted to eat there, 

so some of the guys went into the kitchen, and they were helping them cook and clean up, 

and they were like one of the guys.  We were treated very nicely. 

 

And at this time your MOS is still Medic, right? 

 

Always, yeah, of course, yeah, yeah. 

 

Marty:  Then from the West Coast of Australia, where‟s your next destination? 

 

Then we left again, and had no idea where we‟re going.  Nobody tells you.  On the way 

up, up to that point, we didn‟t have an escort.  The ship was moving to avoid a torpedo.  

The ship was called the Brazil; it was a Moore-McCormick ship.  Now, of course, we had 

an escort.  We had a Naval transport, what they call these ships; it was escorting us.  At 

one point they told us they had spotted another ship on the horizon and this ship, I was 

standing on the deck, and this ship took off like a bullet to meet this.  Of course, they 

didn‟t want to wait, and they found out it was a friendly ship, and they came back, so 

everybody‟s relaxed.  When we got to India, we got to Bombay.  We‟re also on the 

outskirts of Bombay.  You have to see Bombay, filthy, and poor people there.  After we 

got into the port, you had to go through a series of locks to get in.  So, what they did was, 

they put two little tugs in the front of the ship.  I was standing right up in the front of the 

ship, right at the helm, you know, watching this thing.  Those ships straining over, up in 

the air like that, pulling this big ship.  You have to realize what this ship was, the Brazil 

was a little bit smaller than the America or the Queen Elizabeth; it‟s a substantial ship.   

 

Marty:  How many people were you carrying, do you know? 

 

There were probably about five thousand or so.  And I was down, way below, the hold of 

the ship. 

 

Joe: Did you enjoy eating on that ship? 

 

Eating standing up. 

 

Joe:   The sickest I got was the trip from Fort Dix to England.  It took us sixteen 

days… 

 

Sixteen days is nothin‟. 

 

Joe: You had your escorts and all.  Marty, I could not eat; I had a ???  

Downstairs you slept for twelve hours, then upstairs you went again.  But 

guys were throwin‟ up and all …  Just like you‟d walk into the mess hall, 
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you‟d just smell that stuff, and you just couldn‟t take it.  I mean I swear, I sat 

down, I told my buddy, “I don‟t give a goddamit if they bomb this ship right 

now.”  (All laugh) 

 

Marty: Well I was on a troop ship from California to Viet Nam, so that was three 

days. 

 

I was on the ship weeks, literally.  There was a guy, I was in a bunk, like there were two 

people, I was on top, the guy opposite me spent the whole trip, I think, in sick bay 

because he couldn‟t stand it; he got sick. 

 

Joe: It was terrible. 

 

Marty: When you got to India, you got as far as Bombay, what were you doing in 

India, and did you say you were there a month? 

 

Yeah.  At least a month. 

 

Marty: Why were you there for a month? 

 

My estimation as why we were there a month is the fact that a lot of the troops that came 

off the ship, they didn‟t all go to Iran.  They went to other destinations or other ships.  I 

thought of something, when I told you they were pulling the ship in.  While we were on 

the ship, you wanted something funny.  O.K.  Before we got off in Australia, being on the 

ship and letting us loose in Australia so they had, what do you call it, examinations to see 

if anybody…O.K. 

 

Marty: Oh, medical examinations? 

 

O.K. 

 

Marty: O.K.  Gotcha. 

 

So everybody went upstairs and formed a line down the staircase coming down, and 

you‟re wearing a raincoat. 

 

That‟s it? 

 

That‟s it.  Imagine:  walk down the steps, you take off the raincoat. 

 

Marty: You‟d get in trouble for that today. 

 

I know.  So there‟s a couple of hungry guys down there, I guess they were gay, standing 

there, “Wa, wa, wa, wa, wa,” watching us… 
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All laugh. 

 

Anyway, in India, we got there; they finally pulled the ship in.  As I say, I was up in 

front, then I went back, when they finally docked it, we‟re right at the dock in India.  

Then they started unloading some of the cargo.  We had barracks bags coming down.  

We‟re down below when they‟re walking out onto the dock.  So, I said, “We‟re not going 

anywheres,” you know, so a couple of friends of mine there, so I said, “They‟ll be here a 

while.”  So we got dressed and walked off.  I asked the native walking off the ship 

carrying these bundles off, we walked out into Bombay by ourselves with no escorts.  

Now, if you come to a city like that, coming from the Bronx...  So we walk into town, 

you know.  But a filthy town.  We found out later, we stopped off to eat things that we 

shouldn‟t have eaten. 

 

Joe: Rats runnin‟ around there? 

 

What? 

 

Joe: There a lot of rats in Bombay? 

 

It‟s a filthy, filthy place. 

 

Joe: I‟ve read about it. 

 

I have a friend of mine who‟s Indian, and he was born in Pakistan; we‟re very close; he‟s 

a Muslim.  Anyway, about a year ago, not even a year ago, about four or five months ago, 

he went on a trip to India.  I told him about my experience in Bombay.  When he came 

back I said, “How was it?”  He said, “What you saw at that time, it‟s worse now than it 

was when you were there.”  And filthy.  People lying in the street starving to death.  I 

mean, if you‟ve ever seen that, it‟s a horrible sight. 

 

Marty: When you were there, though, the month that you were there, were you 

living on ship the whole time, or did they put you in … 

 

No.  We were living in tents. 

 

In tents, in an Army base in… 

 

It was an Indian Camp called Camp Kalabra was the name of the camp, and that was in 

Bombay.  So we were living there, and I was able to get into town.  We had these little 

halter buggies that we used to take the horse and buggy into town.  The British were there 

at the time.  If the natives with the horse and buggies saw the Americans, they would take 

the Americans because the Americans would give them a big tip.  The British are very 

cheap, you know.  The British were complaining to us; they came over to our tent and 



 14 

said, “You guys are killing it for us, because they don‟t want to pick us up.”  So anyway, 

that was the experience there. 

 

Joe: You guys had a lot of money, thirty dollars a month. 

 

That was when I got out.  What do you mean? 

 

Joe: I‟m just kidding.  I mean our salaries at that…was, I think thirty dollars a 

month.  That‟s what you got as private. 

 

No.  I got thirty dollars a month after I got out of the service. 

 

Joe: Well, yeah. 

 

We got more than that.  We got, I think, fifty dollars a month. 

 

Joe: Didn‟t you get paid monthly. 

 

Yeah.  The basic pay for a Private at that time was fifty dollars a month. 

 

Joe: I don‟t know, I thought it was thirty, O.K. 

 

No, it was fifty dollars, and I ended up as a sergeant, and it maybe was seventy-five.  

What they used to do, well that‟s going ahead of the game, but when we got paid, we 

used to donate some of the money to the mess sergeant, and he used to go into town in 

Iran and buy food for us.  I‟m jumping the gun but it was very interesting. 

 

Anyway, when we left there, India, we transported inland to a town, I don‟t know what 

the name of the town was.  When we left finally, they escorted us with this Indian Band 

or something, and we ended up on a British ship.  You ought to see a British ship, filthy 

compared to an American ship where everything has to be just so.  We had…  Talk about 

people thrown‟ up, we slept in hammocks, we didn‟t have cots.  So everybody grabbed a 

hammock and hung it up and down below.  You had to go up to get your food and bring 

it down to where we slept.  There was no mess hall.  One guy, a few guys went up and 

brought the food down where we slept.  Of course, we took the hammocks down, but I 

grabbed the wrong one, somebody had thrown up in it. 

 

Joe: It was terrible, really. 

 

I mean, this was the experience. 

 

Marty: Now this was on your… 

 

Still moving on  
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Marty: From India to… 

 

Wherever, we didn‟t know where we were going.  O.K., so we finally arrive after the trip 

there and we passed through all these beautiful palm trees and so forth.  We finally land 

in Khurramshahr which is a southern port in Iran. 

 

Marty: How do you spell that, do you know, Sol? 

 

K – H – A – R, you have to look it up on a map.  It‟s the southern port. 

 

Marty: In Iran? 

 

In Iran, yeah. 

 

O.K. 

 

So, the captain of the ship, it was a British ship, comes down in the hold where we were 

and he says, “Before you guys get off, you‟ll have to clean it up.”  He‟s talking to 

American soldiers, so we told him where to get off.  We got on this ship, it was filthy, 

this is the way we‟re getting off.  That‟s the way we arrived there. 

 

Marty: Now at this point, this is where you‟re going to spend your next two years, 

is that correct? 

 

Yeah. 

 

Marty: O.K.  Now I‟m ready to ask the official questions that, not the official, but 

the prepared questions.  Sol, you and I talked on the phone, and I guessed 

accurately by your first name that you‟re Jewish.  I asked you if I‟d have 

your permission to ask you some specific questions about being a Jewish 

soldier in the U. S. Army, and you said yes.  You told me on the phone that 

you were in Iran so, of course, that brings up another host of questions.  

With your permission again, I‟d like to start asking you those questions 

now. 

 

 My first question is, and these will all be just how did your Jewish 

background affect your daily life as a soldier. 

 

 Were kosher meals available to Jewish soldiers? 

 

I came out of a strictly Kosher house.  All our food was… 

 

Marty: Separate dishes… 
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For Passover it was separate dishes, I don‟t know if you know the procedures and so 

forth.  Anyway, when I got into Fort Dix after I got out of the service, the first meal I had 

was pork chops. 

 

Was at Fort Dix? 

 

Fort Dix.  First dinner I had in Fort Dix was pork chops.  So from there, I went to 

Virginia where you have Virginia Ham.  I gave it all up. 

 

I‟m laughing but suppose that you weren‟t as amenable to changing, did you know 

of anybody that said, “I cannot eat pork?” 

 

Joe: You‟d starve. 

 

I don‟t know anybody.  I figured, I‟m in this. 

 

Joe: Definitely not treated any different than anybody else. 

 

I‟m not going to fight this thing.  If I live through this thing, it‟s… you know. 

 

Marty: It sounds to me like the best you could do is just don‟t eat the pork chop, 

eat around it, eat the other things. 

 

Well, yeah, you could eat the vegetables. 

 

Marty: Well I think you‟ve answered the next question I have down here which 

was, is there such a thing as kosher K rations. 

 

No. 

 

Marty: Not like on the airlines today where you have vegetarian meal or a kosher 

meal? 

 

Joe: You get the mess kit, they slopped it right in there. 

 

The thing I gotta tell you is when I was in Iran, there were like four hundred troops in my 

company.  Out of four hundred troops, there were four Jews. 

 

Marty: So you represented one per cent of the camp? 

 

Right.  So there was myself, I‟m from New York, and there was another guy that lived in 

Manhattan; there was one guy that lived in California, and one guy lived in, I think, 

Pennsylvania.  So these were the four.  I was very friendly with the guy from New York.  
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There were some conflicts.  Like my friend, he could handle himself very nicely, so he 

called me and said, “Call the guy out if you want,” and the guy backed off. 

 

Marty: I think what you‟re saying, if I‟m not mistaken, I‟m going to jump down to 

that then and that was:  Did you ever experience or observe anti-Semitic 

behavior by your fellow soldiers?  Is this what prompted this incident that 

you were telling me about? 

 

I wasn‟t with him.  I saw it from afar.  I didn‟t personally.  The only time, when there was 

a Jewish holiday while I was there, they were going to work, and I said, “Look, I‟m 

taking off today.”  I got dressed in my class A uniform, I‟m going to services.  That was 

the only thing, because they didn‟t know where I was going, all of a sudden I‟m getting 

dressed up, and they‟re going to work.  I never had a, nobody ever put me down for what 

I was doing. 

 

Marty: You say you were really close to the fellow from New York.  The other two 

Jewish guys, did you have regular conversations with them? 

 

Yeah, the other guy from California, I did.  He was into smoking… 

 

Hashish? 

 

Hashish or whatever, you can get it for next to nothing there.  I was playing poker with 

him one time, and he used to smoke a pipe, and he was smoking a pipe, and he said, “Do 

you want some to…?”  But he was into, what he was doing, he told me this.  He would 

buy the stuff, they had these urns there, everybody had one, so that‟s the way you kept 

your drink cold, because it cooled it off because you had no refrigeration.  So what he 

did, he sent one home like every month or so, and he filled it up with, he put plaster of 

Paris over the… 

 

Joe: Did he get away with it? 

 

Yeah.  He was a real wise guy. 

 

Marty: And the reason I asked you if you had regular conversations with the other 

three Jewish guys was did any of them ever comment or complain that they 

were being harassed because they were Jewish? 

 

No.  There was no…  We got along that‟s about the only…  The guys are basically…, 

they‟re in the same boat that we were in. 

 

Joe: I was in the infantry, and in my company I know we had at least eight or 

nine Jewish guys, and they were treated like everybody. 
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Marty: Like Sol said, you‟re all in the same boat together. 

 

Joe: We‟re all on the same team. 

 

No.  It never came to anything even in conversations. 

 

Joe: I got picked on more because I was from New York, I was in a Kansas outfit. 

 

Marty: Switched the cartridge over so we‟re back on record.  We were talking 

about the different ways people can become a minority.  Whether it‟s just 

because you‟re from the East Coast and you‟re in a Kansas outfit or 

because of your religion.  Another question I was going to ask you Sol, and 

you already touched on it, the question as I formed it was:  Were you able 

to attend religious services and observe Jewish holidays?  You just said that 

you were dressed up to go to one.  Would you describe a little bit about 

what you did on the various holidays and how you were able to observe 

them? 

 

I‟m not a big observer, but one of the other Jewish fellas, the one from California, he 

found out that there was a service, I don‟t know how many miles away it was from the 

camp.  The local Jewish population had a service there.  So we went down there, and we 

took candy with us; we figured we‟d hand it out to the kids.  They invited us in; of course 

we‟re coming in there with uniforms.  These are the local Jewish people.  They had the 

service which was somewhat different than the service I was used to and the 

arrangement. 

 

Marty: Services in Hebrew? 

 

Yeah, but they spoke English, too.  English is spoken worldwide.  I‟ve traveled all over 

the world; I haven‟t had a problem communicating. 

 

Marty: So you were able to travel into town, in your uniform? 

 

Yeah, we got a hold of a vehicle, we drove out to…  They allowed us to take a truck or 

something out of the motor pool for our transport.  In fact, while we were there, we 

originally arrived there, we moved up to Awas.  Awas is north of Khurramshahr.  If you 

look at a map, Awas.  This is Khurramshahr; Awas is up here. 

 

Marty: So it‟s north of there? 

 

But they figured out that it would be better for us to be at the port because it was closer to 

where the ships arrive, and so they set up the camp down at Khurramshahr.  We moved 

out of Awas, and we lived there most of the time once we moved out.  If you look at a 



 19 

map, Khurramshahr is across the river in very close proximity where Iraq is Basra.  Basra 

is south of Baghdad. 

 

Marty: I‟ve got a vague picture. 

 

I got in Basra fairly often.  What they did was, there‟s a river that separates Iran and Iraq. 

 

Marty: The Tigris? 

 

I guess it‟s the Tigris River, and the Army put up a pontoon bridge there.  We were able 

to drive across to Awas. 

 

Marty: I have some more questions about your life as a Jewish soldier, but one 

thing we probably don‟t have a good understanding of yet, you go there as 

a Medic, I think I understand that that wasn‟t your real job while you were 

there in Iran. 

 

I was transferred out of Medics. 

 

Marty: At what point were you transferred out of Medics? 

 

Immediately. 

 

Marty: Immediately. 

 

And they put me in this one particular company.  The company was formed; we filled out 

the T/O, whatever you called it. 

 

Marty: T. O., & E? 

 

Yeah. 

 

Joe: You were in the same company for the entire war then? 

 

Correct.  Once I was transferred into the Engineer Depot Company, I stayed in the 

company. 

 

Marty: What did they end up making your regular job, and how did that happen? 

 

We maintained in Khurramshahr, maintained an inventory, and we supplied the Russians 

and the Americans that were there with, we had all this equipment there.  Our basic 

function while we were there was getting the ships unloaded.  What they did was at that 

time, they drafted a bunch of guys that worked on the docks, that knew how to do that, 

right off the docks. 
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Joe: Sol, excuse me for interrupting but, are you familiar with the Army what 

they say your M O.?  Do you know what your M O is? 

 

Marty: M. O. S. is your Military Occupational Specialty. 

 

Joe: See everybody has an MO, the Army makes this guy, he‟s this.  Well, I was 

just wondering what your MO might have been, that you were classified as 

far as the Army was concerned, this is his job.  You don‟t know.  See, my 

MO was rifleman, that was my job. 

 

I‟ll give you a ….ization of what we were doing there.  Did you ever see M*A*S*H? 

 

Joe: Yeah. (laughing) 

 

Our outfit was just like a M*A*S*H outfit.  The way we got along, even with the 

officers.  It was a close… 

 

Marty: Informal? 

 

Yeah.  We did a job, and they were glad the job was getting done.  For instance, we lived 

in these mud huts. 

 

Marty:  You mentioned that earlier. 

 

They were mud huts. 

 

How many people to a hut? 

 

Pardon. 

 

How many of you were living in each hut? 

 

There was probably about fifteen to twenty.  It‟s not like a regular barracks where you 

have forty to fifty. 

 

Joe: Some sergeant or lieutenant or whatnot say to you, “Sol, I want you to go 

over there and unload that truck or something.”  Would you do that? 

 

Yeah, but he didn‟t ask me to do that, because that wasn‟t my MO, I guess you call it. 

 

Joe: O.K., that‟s what I‟m getting back to that.  He would not ask you to do 

something other than your military (occupation). 
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Yeah, I would do my job; he was happy with the way the job was being done.  Things 

were operating well. 

 

Joe: Well you had a happy family there, I guess. 

 

Well, let me give you an idea of what we did there.  They brought the stuff in from the 

ships, and our main function is to get the stuff up to the Russians.  There were trucks, 

parts, all kinds of parts they were getting, food there.  We had our camp, and we had a 

big yard outside where all the stuff was stored outside.  We had a big warehouse where 

was stored in bins.  A tremendous warehouse and all these parts we literally had about 

fifty thousand different parts.  We got a commendation about that because to keep 

records of these parts, you know.  A guy comes in there and he wants such and such a 

gasket from such and such a piece of equipment, you can‟t go playing around with it.  

You open a box, and it‟s a mix of different stuff.  We had to put it in a category, and put 

it in a bin.  The bins were kept pretty much by the local natives.  We had natives working 

for us in the warehouse, and they got paid on a daily basis. 

 

Marty: The question I have about your specific job, you mentioned early in the 

interview, and this really sounded like the classic Army way of doing 

things, they had you all lined up, you bunch here are going to be cooks, 

you‟re going to be this…without any thought to your background or your 

talent.  Then you‟re a medic, and you trained as a medic, and you go 

through all this moving from the U.S. to Australia to India still as a medic.  

Now, you mentioned, you told Joe that before you went in the Army, you 

worked for a freight forwarder.  Now somehow you‟re back doing freight 

forwarding, and what I‟m trying to find out is was that just pure luck? 

 

Pure chance. 

 

Marty: Blind luck. 

 

I don‟t know. 

 

Marty: You didn‟t have, you had no plan, you didn‟t say, “By the way, I‟ve got 

some background in this.”  They just said, “You‟re a medic.” 

 

It just so happened that I was able to type, and I knew how to handle in the office what 

goes on.  We had guys keeping records of the parts.  There was three or four guys that 

keep records. 

 

Marty: And that‟s what you were doing? 

 

No, I wasn‟t, no.  I never did that.  I was, more or less, in charge of all this. 
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Marty: Were you already a sergeant at that time? 

 

No.  I was a Private, but the officer… 

 

Marty: Oh, the responsibility came first, then the rank. 

 

He made me a Pfc. Which I refused to put on, you know.  Nobody pulled rank there, you 

know, but he liked me because I got involved. 

 

Marty: You got things done. 

 

So these other guys were sitting there behind the desk and keeping records.  My job 

was… 

 

Joe: And the Army has some records, books like that. 

 

Marty: So you weren‟t actually doing the data entry, so to speak, but you were 

running the shop that did that? 

 

Pretty much, yeah.  And that‟s pretty much, and then they had a warehouse which, a 

sergeant at the time, was an older guy.  Now this guy, they were lucky to have a guy like 

this.  He was probably in his middle or late forties, and for that time it was late.  He had 

background in parts.  Now, you could take this guy and show him the part, and he would 

almost know where it belonged.  We were lucky to have a guy like that.  He was in 

charge of the warehouse.  Because if you had a question, and we had all these manuals to 

look it up to see where it belongs, and if you don‟t have it, what could we substitute for it.  

The Russians would come in, and they want a part, or some guys would come in, but this 

was constant supply, to keep it going.  We got a commendation from the general in 

charge, how we handled it at one point, from scratch.  Because nothing going astray.  

You have to know the conditions we were living under.  It was very hot, and living in the 

desert and walked out, if it rained you got mud there. 

 

Joe: How was the food there? 

 

The food, as I was saying before, we had Army food. 

 

Joe: ??? rations? 

 

So what we did was, we had a guy in charge of the mess hall. 

 

Joe: Mess Sergeant. 

 

And he went by the book.  We found out when one of his associates took over for him, 

and this guy liked to cook, and we would like to have him as our regular leader of the 
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mess hall.  So, I was on a committee, we went in to talk to the Captain.  And we said, 

“Captain,” I forgot what his name, “We would like to have so and so as the Mess 

Sergeant.” 

 

Joe: He was a good cook; he improvised? 

 

He listened to us.  So what he did was, he got the other, so called cook, he transferred, he 

upped him in rank and transferred him out. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

So this guy, I‟m telling you it was like a M*A*S*H outfit, you gotta believe this. 

 

Marty: It sounds like it, I can imagine the script. 

 

So what happened now, the guy that we liked became the Mess Sergeant.  He was so 

good, and since it was an engineering outfit, they had all the equipment, they built him 

special tables like to make eggs.  It wasn‟t put it in a pot like you usually get it.  They 

built all this stuff for the mess hall like in a regular restaurant. 

 

Joe: Sol, you know why I‟m kind of laughing to myself?  The same, basically as 

you say it, the same thing happened in my outfit.  We got two Greek guys 

that transferred in. 

 

The Greeks are the greatest. 

 

Joe: They put out meals that were fantastic, and they could hardly speak Eng… I 

don‟t know how they got in the Army. 

 

This guy was Greek.  So what happened, he got transferred out, this guy‟s in charge; now 

they built all this stuff in the kitchen, for the kitchen.  When we come down to the Mess 

Hall, as you walk in the door, “Sol, how do you want your eggs?” 

 

(Laughter) 

 

By the time you came there, that‟s the way you had it.  I want to say something else.  

What happened then is the officers came to eat with us. 

 

Marty: Because they knew where the good food was.  Sol, I have one other side 

question before I get back to my prepared questions.  The Russians are 

your customers.  Were you dealing with them on any regular basis? 

 

Yeah, I mean, they were coming in, as I say, they need parts. 
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Marty: What were they like to deal with? 

 

Very aloof.  I think they were told not to fraternize.  That was my impression because 

they had, for instance, we had in the warehouse we had, sometimes you had a show 

coming in from overseas to perform, like they had… 

 

Marty: USO Shows 

 

USO shows or they had movies there, they would put a movie on. 

 

Marty: I think Joe‟s probably going to ask you about your entertainment, USO‟s 

and did you have any famous entertainers.  But on the Russians, and this is 

going to sound more like a comment than a question.  I‟ve heard that a lot 

of the dealings with the Russians even though they were our allies, were not 

going well.  What was your reaction and fellow soldiers reaction to the fact 

that they‟re your customers but if you have to move East, you can‟t go 

through Russian territories like Afghanistan? 

 

I‟ll give you a few of my experiences. 

 

Marty: Wonderful. 

 

If they came into our end of the camp to see the show, they‟d come in uniform with guns.  

They‟d sit down.  We had an area where they would sit separately; they wouldn‟t 

intermingle with us. 

 

Joe: That‟s a smart idea. 

 

When I was on guard duty, I‟d be out in the yard watching that nobody steals anything 

out in the yard, and they had one area there, as well, which was separate; I‟d be out there, 

and there‟d be a Russian, maybe about ten feet away from me, you know, standing guard, 

we‟d be there four hours, never said boo.  You know, four hours on, four hours off, never 

said boo.  So this is the thing you have with the Russians.  At one point, I was going to 

the movie, and they walk down the road, and the warehouse was over here and the 

Russians had like a motor pool there where the trucks that we gave them were being 

gassed up by the Iranians.  The Russians were guarding that, if I was going to walk from 

here across this motor pool like this, they stare at me with a rifle.  I‟d have to make a 

????? and walked… 

 

Marty: You can‟t go through our countries; you can‟t go through Afghanistan; you 

can‟t go through our part of the motor pool. 

 

Right.  I had to walk like this, come around here so I could get in here.  I couldn‟t go like 

this. 
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Marty: I‟ve got two more questions about your life as a Jewish soldier before I turn 

it back to Joe.  Our next question is:  When were you first aware of 

concentration camps for Jewish civilians? 

 

I don‟t know exactly.  Well, I was there, but I don‟t remember specifically. 

 

Marty: Did you know they even existed? 

 

Oh, yeah, oh, yeah. 

 

Marty: How much do you think was known about the extent of the persecution? 

 

Not as much as what came out… 

 

Marty: After the camps were liberated? 

 

Yeah. 

 

Marty: Sol, you don‟t have to answer this if you don‟t want to.  Did you have any 

civilian extended family members that were in concentration camps?  Did 

you ever find out? 

 

If I say no…  My parents came over after World War I.  What happened, my father was 

supposed to be drafted into the Polish Army in World War I. 

 

Marty: Where were they living? 

 

They came out of an area which was 

 

Marty: That became Poland? 

 

Well, it was Poland right on the Austrian Polish border.  I found this out later, of course.  

He was supposed to be drafted, so he took off to the United States because he had his 

sister living here, and he was able to get over.  My mother stayed there, and there were 

two children there, and she was one of sixteen children.  My grandfather, who I‟m named 

after, owned a big bakery or something.  She was one of sixteen children, my mother.  

She came over then, when the war started, World War I, her, what do you call it, her 

home or business was burned, and she had to take off as a refugee.  Did you ever see 

these refugees?  When she went out, left there with two children. 

 

Marty: I‟ve seen photos. 
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She traveled through Czechoslovakia and some other areas, and she spoke very highly 

about the Czech people.  In fact, I was there already.  Anyway, she never told me this, but 

that she lost the two children in the transfer, how, I don‟t know.  Of course, when she 

came over, I know, she got here right after the war, 1919 or something.  My sister was 

born in 1921.  I was born in 1923.  That‟s why my mother always, she kept me like I was 

special because having lost two children. 

 

Marty: That‟s why she wasn‟t anxious to see you get into the military. 

 

She saw what the war was like.  I mean she saw the remnants of the war while she was 

traveling. 

 

Marty: Sure.  Well, Sol, thanks for answering those questions, that‟s all I have, and 

I‟ll turn it back to Joe.  He‟s got maybe a few more questions and a wrap 

up. 

 

Joe: Actually, there‟s not too many more questions that I could ask Sol that he hasn‟t 

talked about before.  He‟s covered practically everything.  I would just be 

repetitious here. 

 

Marty: One thing I would like him to expand on is the USO‟s.  You said you had 

the show where the Russians sat segregated section.  What kind of USO 

entertainment did you have? 

 

Well, I had Ida Lupino or something.  I don‟t know if you ever heard of her. 

 

Marty: Yes. 

 

She was there and a couple that I don‟t remember, but her I remember, a beautiful voice. 

 

Joe: What they had, Marty, is they didn‟t have that many top entertainment 

people.  But they would have little groups of bands and things like that.  You 

know, guys would be put in this USO troop, and they would play for you. 

 

Marty: They‟d have a star and then a… 

 

Joe: They‟d have one star, where you‟d see one star like the day there was oh, 

four or five big stars, but the only guy I remember was Mickey Rooney.  He 

came over; we were on the Elbe River.  Talking about the Russians, we 

were ready to hook up with the Russians, and Mickey Rooney was there 

(with) his little hat on, bull shitting like we are right here.  This is in a 

combat zone.  Usually a lot of these stars, they would go in the rear 

echelons. 
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Marty: Did you have anybody else of note besides Ida Lupino? 

 

There was some, I don‟t remember, but her I remember with the voice, but there was 

some comics and so forth. 

 

Joe: Seen a lot of movies. 

 

Marty: Did you see a lot of movies, Sol? 

 

Pardon. 

 

Marty: Did you see a lot of movies also? 

 

Well, they had, what do you call it, a place for the movies they brought over.  They were 

able to get some movies, some good movies.  They would run one or two a week or 

something like that.  They did have a connection where they got the first run movies. 

 

Part 6: Life After Service 
 

Joe: Sol, where did you land when you came back to the States? 

 

Cute story, cute story.  Well, first of all going back when the war was over, they were 

mustering out the guys there.  We didn‟t go back by ship; the whole group didn‟t dissolve 

at that point.  I was told, for instance, the day before, you‟ll be leaving tomorrow.  So 

they transferred me over to another area, and I had to wait for a plane to come through to 

the airport, there was an airport there.  I wrote my folks a letter at that point.  I‟m a very 

poor writer, so my sister used to write letters.  My mother never learned how to read.  

They never taught the women.  My father could probably read in three languages.  

Anyway, since my mother was always depressed that I wasn‟t there, I didn‟t know about 

this, my sister took the job, and she‟d write letters as though it was coming from me, and 

she‟d read those letters so my mother got some satisfaction. 

 

Joe: Clever. 

 

So, I had no idea this was going on.  My sister used to send me little things I wanted.  I 

smoked a pipe, she sent me tobacco.  So before I left, I wrote a letter, I‟ll be flying home.  

Flying, who flew in those days?  So I said, “I‟m flying home.  I may be, I‟ll probably be 

home before you get this letter.  The next day the plane stops, and a few of us got on the 

plane and the guys they had picked up before, and we take off.  O.K.?  From there, as I 

say, we left and we flew over the, oh, I forget, the desert area flying back, going west 

from Iran.  If you know where Iran is compared to Africa, the northern border of Africa.  

So if you look out of the plane, the plane never went that high.  In those days they went 

maybe ten thousand feet.  Today they go up to forty, forty thousand feet; you can look 

down and see everything.  When they went up to ten thousand feet, if you hit a mountain, 
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you could see the top of the mountain, you know, literally.  Anyway, so from there we 

stopped off at Libya.  You know where Libya is? 

 

Marty: Yes. 

 

O.K.  So we got out of the plane in Libya; we spent a day or two there.  The reason we 

stayed there an extra day is they went there to refuel because you couldn‟t fly that far a 

distance from there from Iran to Libya, I don‟t know, I‟m just guessing, that it‟s maybe 

two thousand miles, I don‟t know, just a guess.  So when the plane got out on the runway 

to take off, it started sputtering, the plane.  So, they said, well, we‟ll have to go back; so 

we had to stay over in Libya.  There was a part, I don‟t know, I didn‟t get involved in it, 

but we left the following day.  The next stop was Morocco.  Morocco is on the West end 

of Africa.  Now that was a staging area for troops, because they were coming out of 

Africa; they were coming out of Europe; I‟m coming from Iran; they‟re coming like this, 

waiting to get a ride.  They had a bulletin board outside there: the following troops will 

be on the next plane, so and so.  I don‟t see my name, a few days go by, and I see the 

guys going out, so I walk into the office, you know, I want to complain.  I don‟t sit there 

like this anymore.  So, I said, “When am I listed to go?”  Already passed about three or 

four days since I left Iran, and I said I‟m going to be there before.  It ended up they said, 

well we have a list of those coming in, they said, “Well, we‟ll let you know.”  I ended up; 

I was there for probably about a month. 

 

Marty: Oh, my gosh! 

 

Joe: Oh, gee! 

 

I got into town. 

 

Joe: Just killin‟ time. 

 

Just killing time, you know.  And I don‟t write. 

 

Marty: So were they worried? 

 

I don‟t know.  So, anyway. 

 

Marty: When you got home did they say, “Your letter said you were going to be 

here a month ago?” 

 

No, that‟s another story.  So, we take off, and we stop at some other country right off the 

coast of, I think Spain.  I forgot what the name of it is.  But there was a short hop.  Of 

course, they can‟t take too much of a distance; they could only take so much gas, and also 

they had to lighten the plane because they had empty seats in there now.  Now, we‟re 

headed for this trip over the ocean.  From there we headed over the ocean, so we ended 
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up in Bermuda which is close already.  Now, of course, in Bermuda I had a good meal 

like I was almost at home.  I‟m a milk drinker, and I haven‟t had any milk for three years.  

Then we take off from there and the Captain says, “We‟re coming into the United States, 

we might go into Washington, D.C., or New York.  I said, “New York.”  He had a choice, 

„cause these guys are from all over the country on the plane. 

 

Marty: So which way did they go? 

 

They went to New York. 

 

Marty: Really, just because somebody volunteered an answer? 

 

To him it didn‟t make any difference.  You know, it pays to open your mouth. 

 

Marty: Yes, it does sometimes. 

 

So, what happened at that point, I know where my sister is working.  So they took us to a 

camp, I think.  There was a camp on the outside of LaGuardia, and they transferred us. 

 

Marty: How far?  Out on Long Island? 

 

Yeah, I think it was either Queens or…  

 

Marty: Camp Upton? 

 

Could be.  I don‟t know. 

 

Marty: Upton is about sixty miles out in the middle of the island. 

 

Could be.  They put us on a bus and took us over to the camp.  Then from there, I had to 

find my way home.  I found out there was a bus.  Anyway, I called my sister.  I said, “I 

don‟t know what‟s going on, but I‟ll meet you in New York.”  So I knew where she was 

working, so I met her in New York.  I hadn‟t seen her in about three years.  She was 

telling me what‟s going on with mother; she was giving me this whole story.  She got the 

letter, but I gave her the whole story about where I was all this time.  But I came home 

with her.  It was a scene. 

 

Marty: Yes, emotional. 

 

Joe: We‟re going to close this now but just a couple more questions.  How did 

your service experience affect your life?  I mean, you know, you got out of the 

service, you spent three years.  How did it affect your life when you came out? 
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I think I matured somewhat because I realized my potential.  Like I took off on my own 

for instance, I went swimming there.  I was responsible.  One of the guys helped me get a 

little row boat, or something.  Since I worked in a warehouse, I provided a motor.  So we 

went up and down the river there between Iran and Iraq.  We stopped off at little villages. 

 

Marty: You became more independent and more… 

 

Oh, yeah.  I was able to do all those things and not only that, I was up in, what do you 

call it, Tehran.  The war was ended, and there was a meeting between, I think, Roosevelt 

and…  

 

Marty: Yalta, sure.  Roosevelt, Stalin, Churchill. 

 

In Tehran, I went into the hotel, and I ate at the same place where they sat, and I had the 

levi. 

 

Marty: At different times. 

 

It was over already at that time. 

 

Marty:  So you weren‟t there when they were there? 

 

No, they had been there.  I knew they were there, and I found out which hotel it was, and 

when I went up to Tehran, we ate there.  In fact, when I was there, a guy who was a 

professional fighter and another guy, my friend, the Jewish guy, we were doing a tour 

there in Tehran while I was up there, and we would go into the gym, boxing and so forth.  

So, he says, my friend, the guy who is a professional fighter, “You want to go into the 

ring with me?”  I said, “Look, I don‟t go into a ring with a professional fighter.”  He said, 

“I‟m just foolin‟ around.”  I said, “If you see a good shot, you may take it.  I‟m not going 

in the ring.” 

 

(All laugh) 

 

We used to fight in the streets.  I don‟t know, you came from the Bronx, if you weren‟t 

ready to fight, you didn‟t come downstairs.  I don‟t know how it was in your 

neighborhood but my..  

 

Joe: Same thing. 

 

Same thing. 

 

Joe: Guys from 85
th

 Street met the guys from 80
th

 Street, “Let‟s beat „em up.” 

 

I know, we had the same experience, so this is what happened. 
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Joe: One more question here.  Your military experience influenced you, thinking 

about the war?  Your feelings about the war? 

 

The current war? 

 

Joe: Well, the war period.  But your experience as a soldier, how does the war 

affect you? 

 

Affect me?  I was glad it was over.  I didn‟t play a part in… 

 

Joe: Yeah, you were not in combat so… 

 

I had a close friend of mine who was in the Normandy invasion, a very close friend of 

mine, he got shot up.  He passed away some years ago.  He‟s the kind of a guy you didn‟t 

want to deal with.  He passed away.  I miss the guy.  He never had a legitimate job in his 

life. 

 

Marty: Because of his injuries? 

 

Pardon. 

 

Marty: You mean because of his injuries? 

 

No, because the way he thought.  He was in sales, he‟d picked up product and go out …  

He didn‟t have or work for a stable place.  His brother, did you ever hear of Murder 

Incorporated? 

 

Marty: Moider? 

 

Murder, murder. 

 

Marty: Oh, Murder Incorporated, yes. 

 

Did you ever hear of it? 

 

Marty: Yes. 

 

Well, his brother was a member of Murder Incorporated.  My friend‟s brother. 

 

Joe: What‟s that Linsky? 

 

My friend‟s brother. 
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Marty:  Your friend, he was wounded at Normandy, and that didn‟t affect…? 

 

No, that‟s something else, but his brother was part of the Jewish Mafia, what ever it was 

at that time.  Incidents with this guy also. 

 

While I was there in the camp, I never drove a car.  Guys did it.  My father never owned a 

car and so forth.  In the warehouse they have these high-lows. 

 

Joe: Fork lifts. 

 

Fork lifts.  So I go back there, one time I was sitting on…  Did you ever drive a fork lift? 

 

Marty:  No. 

 

Joe: No. 

 

So, I‟m sitting up in the fork lift, it‟s like a bicycle seat, you know, with a shift.  So I ask 

the guy standing next to me, “How do you get this thing to go?”  While I‟m sitting there 

he taught me.  Nobody‟s sitting next to me, and that‟s how I learned to drive. 

 

Marty: Drive a high-low, O.K. 

 

Then I used to go back there and help them move cargo around.  Then, if I wasn‟t busy, 

I‟d go to the warehouse and move cargo around. 

 

Joe: That‟s a funny thing Sol brought up.  When I came here from New York, I 

did not know how to drive.  People here thought I was nuts.  I mean, I was 30 years 

old, you don‟t know how to drive a car.  I said, “I lived in Manhattan, we had a 

subway, we had a bus, we had cabs, you don‟t need a car.” 

 

Not only you don‟t need it, you have no place to keep it.  You‟d go crazy. 

 

Joe: That‟s right.  No place to… 

 

I understand. 

 

Joe: So, I told my boss at that time.  He said, “You don‟t know how to drive?”  I 

said, “No.”  He said, “Spend a weekend with me.” 

 

Marty: Yes, you told me that in your interview. 

 

Joe: I spent a weekend with him, and he‟s giving me the fundamentals, and then 

one day we used to go to lunch and he‟d say, “O.K. drive the car to lunch.” 
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Joe: I‟d say, “O.K.”  Next thing, I wanted to change my life because I was ready 

to leave this town. 

 

Within about a week, I was driving a truck.. 

 

Marty: After learning on that high-low? 

 

I learned on a high-low. 

 

Marty: Then a week later you‟re behind the wheel of a truck? 

 

Because it‟s the same operation.  It‟s easier to drive the truck than it is the high-low.  

Why, because the wheels in the back turn. 

 

Marty: There‟s more to it. 

 

There‟s more to it.  So that‟s how I learned.  A little while after that, I was standing there, 

probably in the orderly room and the Captain, some new guys came into the outfit, so he 

says, he looks at me and said, “Why don‟t you take them down to the place and have 

them checked out, whatever, physical or something.”  He didn‟t know that I just learned 

how to drive.  So I got on this truck, and the guys came with me, and I took them over.  

(Laughing) 

 

Marty: With no incidents?  Joe? 

 

Joe: I think we‟ve pretty well covered it unless Sol‟s got anything else to… 

 

More stories, you mean? 

 

 

Part 7: Conclusion 
 

Marty:  We talked about a lot of things, but you might have remembered something 

else. 

 

Joe: Sol‟s a good guy to interview because you ask him one question and it‟ll sort 

of broad out, you know.  It‟s easy to interview a guy like this. 

 

You know, I‟ll tell you, from that experience, having traveled, seen all these.  My wife, as 

I say, worked for Federal Express.  The airline wasn‟t originally a different, it wasn‟t 

Federal Express originally.  It was another outfit, finally taken over by Federal Express.  

We went to so many countries.  I‟ve been to just about every country in Europe. 

 

Joe: Always on the time allotted to you from the airlines? 



 34 

 

No, like we‟d go a week at a time here and a week here. 

 

Joe: But you didn‟t pay for those trips? 

 

Oh, yeah, sure. 

 

Joe: Oh, you paid for them, oh. 

 

Yeah.  We went as inexpensively as possible.  We went (to a) Bed and Breakfast, if we 

could, and we ate where the local people ate.  We didn‟t go to fancy hotels, and you‟d be 

surprised what you get away with.  We were in Alaska, and we stayed at a place in 

Anchorage, and I think the room was about from here to here.  This was the room, Bed 

and Breakfast.  Just about had the bed in there, and I could reach out and we had a dresser 

over here.  That was it.  We loved it because the people were delightful.  I‟ve been to 

places a lot of people wouldn‟t believe.   

 

Marty: Well, if you don‟t have anything else, I‟m going to go off record.  We could 

continue talking but this way they don‟t have to transcribe it. 

 

 Sol, on behalf of both Joe and me, thank you for participating in the 

interview today.  Joe, anything else? 

 

Joe: No.  I found Sol a very interesting person to interview and hope we get other 

people like this. 

 

Marty: We‟re going off record. 


